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Abstract

A Study on the Embodiment Methods of the ‘Body Politics’
Seen in "Dancing to the Promised Land

Jiwon Lee

Lecturer

Ewha Womans Univ.
ChungAng Univ.

This thesis is aimed to analyze the embodiment methods of the ‘body politics’
seen in contemporary dance. ‘Body politics’, that is theoretically based on Foucault’s
aspect, refers to the view that tries to dismantle the regulated body that is
discriminated and pressured by its function and appearance, to overcome the social
bias. Thus it explores how the boundary regulations of the body as a human subject is
dismantled and how the liberated view of the body is portrayed through the works of
experimental contemporary choreographer, Bill T. Jones. Moreover, it analyzes the
body within the works as the establishment which generates authority and inequality,
the dancer’s will to disrupt those hierarchical boundaries of the body.

Last Supper in Uncle Tom’s Cabin/The Promised Land (1991), that are
portrayed the identity and alienation of African-Americans, who stay afloat in reality,
with the body’s authoritative relationships and the course of the plot. His will to
convey their suffering and reality, and overthrow the cultural ideologies can also be
observed. Furthermore, he examines the everyday life to expose the cruelty of the
dominant power and leads us to reconsider the issue of the body. Thus to extract the
common views of these works, they can be named as the body’s political movement.

1. ‘Portraying the difference and acknowledging the distinction’
through the bodies on stage

2. ‘The dismantlement of the boundary regulations referred to as the
other body’ in society

3. ‘Suggesting the harmonious coexistence of the body’ by disrupting
the boundaries of the body

These views embodies the ways that stress the communal society in the same
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space by emphasizing the possibility of the body’s transformation while putting
conflicting features to coexist, and by resisting the social boundaries through the
simultaneous portray of the reality and the illusion. Also, they suggest a proposition
on the birth of a new body or induce reconsidering an inconclusive term by
transforming or recreating the original. These recreations are a means to specifying
the body politics.

Therefore, this thesis in reference to ‘Body Politics’ is meaningful in
reconsidering the issue of the body with a responsible and cooperating attitude, and
providing the framework of interpreting the body from a political perspective through
a linguistically defined dance. On the other hand, its significant is that the study of the
body politics provide us with a theoretical background and a humanitarian foundation
for the academics of dance.

In conclusion, this study presents a new perceptional thesis on interpreting
contemporary dance by exploring the body’s political portrayal in contemporary
dance in its own limits, and a liberated and dissolved body. ‘Body Politics’ is the work
of putting dance into theory, and healing as the standard of finding diverse strategies
and directions not limited by a standardized method. Moreover, it is expected to be an
indispensable position of deciphering and executing the contemporary era and thus a
new projector on the efforts to establish the body’s subjectivity.

Keywords: Bill T. Jones(%! £2), Body Politics(:2] % %]), Embodiment
Methods(-+&H4]), Contemporary Dance(71 8] 3£ 2]2] @ 2), "Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, ("% = &~ 781,)
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