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Abstract

A Study on Exclusive Theater for Korean Traditional Dance

Jung Jaewal

Ph.D Candidate

Major in Culture Contents

Department of Applied Linguistics and Culture Studies
Korea University Graduate School

The purpose of this study was to examine an exclusive theater for traditional
dance. Traditional dance performances have mostly been given on the proscenium
stage since the stage was introduced from the West a century ago. It is taken for
granted as it has been done for a long time, and whether this type of theater is
suitable for traditional dance or not has scarcely been taken into account. It's time
to cast away this stereotyped idea and to consider what type of theater is especially
appropriate for traditional dance. This study is an effort to reflect on this practice
and to discuss how to give a traditional dance performance tailored to its unique
characteristics. The characteristics of seven major intangible cultural assets of dance
designated by the government including ‘Seungmu’ (& £%), ‘Salpurichum’ (23 2]
%) and ‘Taepyeongmu’(k 7 4 ) were explored to determine what an exclusive
theater for traditional dance should be like in form, stage size and the number of
seats. The findings of the study were as follows: First, as for stage form, an arena is
proper when the motion and direction of traditional dance are taken into
consideration. Second, regarding stage size, a arena stage that is nine meters in both
width and length is recommendable. Third, a mid-sized theater that is smaller than
regular mid-sized theaters and has three to five hundred seats is suitable when it
has a arena of that size. An audience will be able to enjoy the best traditional dance
performances when the type of theater that is presented in the conclusion of the
study is prepared.
keywords: traditional dance(7-5- &), exclusive theater(Z-8=-4}), major intangible

cultural assets(F 8.5 & = 3}1A)]), arena stage(--11 % Ftf}), mid-sized
theater(Z==4}).



