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Abstract

A Study on Korean Traditional Dance Contents
on YouTube in Pursuit of the Sustainable
Development of the New Korean Wave

Jung, Seo-Youn - An, Byong-Ju
Ph. D degree course of Dancel Professor of Dance
Kyung Hee University

The purpose of this study was to examine the state of Korean traditional dance
contents on YouTube, which is regarded as the driving force of the new Korean
wave led by K-pop, in an effort to determine what media strategies were used on
YouTube to step up the advance of Korean traditional dance onto the global stage.
359 video clips were selected from YouTube by inputting the keyword “Korean
traditional dance.” The selected video clips were analyzed in terms of year, number
of hits, poster, content and form. The findings of the study were as follows:

First, the Korean traditional dance contents were analyzed by year. As a result,
there was a tendency that the number of the video clips started to be on the rise in
and after 2010. But the number of the video clips posted in 2013 was lower than
that of the previous year, which implied that YouTube wasn’t utilized a lot to
accelerate the expansion of the Korean wave led by K-pop into Korean traditional
culture.

Second, the number of hits for the Korean traditional dance contents was
analyzed, and the most common number of hits ranged from 1,000 to less than
10,000. Six video clips had more than 100,000 hits. So it could be said that the
number of hits for the Korean traditional dance contents was low. As a result of
analyzing the video clips with 10,000 hits or more by year, the number of hits
increased year after year, but it seemed to be a natural phenomenon that was
attributed to the lapse of time. Overall, the number of hits for the Korean traditional
dance contents was low in comparison with that for K-pop contents.

Third, who posted up the Korean traditional dance contents was analyzed to
see whether there was any formal route for that. And it’s found that a private

114 - FE0|&sAT M46T 2014 152



Korean dance group which was based in Toronto, Canada, posted up the largest
number of contents, followed by individuals who continued to post up the video
clips as a sort of donation. In other words, the Korean traditional dance contents
were released by quite a small number of individuals and private groups through
YouTube.

Fourth, a content analysis was made to check the content of the Korean
traditional dance contents. As a result, the Korean traditional dance contents were
classified into 31 categories of content and others. Among various kinds of Korean
dance, Korean fan dance was most dominant in the contents, which 80 video clips
dealt with. Out of the 359 video clips, the video clips that showed Korean fan dance
had the largest number of hits as well. Thus, the posting frequency was identified
as one of factors to affect the number of hits.

Fifth, in order to grasp the form of the Korean traditional dance contents, their
format of content, length of playback, number of participants and picture quality
were analyzed. As a result, the greatest number(306) of the 359 video clips were in
the form of performance and presentation, and the length of playback was mostly
less than seven minutes. 78 percent of the video clips were group dance, and their
picture quality was good. In fact, however, the high-definition K-pop contents
released by entertainment management companies for strategic purposes usually
excel video clips posted up by people in general in terms of picture quality. Given
this fact, the picture quality of the Korean traditional dance contents could be said
to be lower.

keywords: 3+ (the Korean wave), 41515 (the new Korean wave), 85 H (YouTube),
=t A& H2-8(Korean traditional dance), &8l = (contents).

AENEIR XISUTS I8 FFE(Youtube) 8= HMEFE Z8= ZAL- 115



