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Abstract

A Study on the Correlation between the View of ‘Nature’
presented by Lao-tzu and the Aesthetics of Dance

- On the Jinju Gyobang Gudgeori chum of Kim Suak -

Sohn, In-young

Lecturer in dance, Kyung Hee University

This thesis aims to study the correlation between Lao-tzu’s view of nature and
the aesthetic consciousness of Korean dance and hence to look at how an idea is
expressed in the aesthetic consciousness of dance in Korea. Lao-tzu’s naturalism is
deeply rooted in the basic culture of Korean people. Lao-tzu’s philosophy is
widespread in both the culture and art of Korea, and ‘natural beauty’ is an essential
concept that cannot be forgotten in a discussion about the beauty of Korea. ‘Natural
beauty’ is one of the most frequently discussed aesthetic concepts and constitutes
an essential part of Korean dance.

The meaning of ‘Nature’, which constitutes an important part of the
philosophy of Lao-tzu, is looked at in 3 ways. First, the circularity of nature, which
begins from birth and ends with death. Second, the naturality of nature, which
doesn’t require any artificiality. Third, the curative power of nature, which enables
natural healing in emptiness. This thesis looks at how the naturalism of Lao-tzu is
realized and expressed in the life and the dance of master dancer Kim Suak.
Through this study, it was found that, even though Kim Suak didn’t fully
understand the philosophy of Lao-tzu, she had the moves of a master dancer who
is attuned to the philosophy of “Tao’ based on her inherited and internalized talents
for the sound and dance of ancient times.

In the following part, how the philosophy of Lao-tzu is reflected in Korean
dance is looked into under the categories of: the dance of circularity, the dance of
softness, and the dance of emptiness.

1. Dance of Circularity: The thesis finds that the moves and the structure of

Korean dance show that the circularity of dance with curves is widespread

134 - RE0i&aAT M47E 2014 25



in Korean dance, and that the true values of the circularity are best reflected
in the "hwi-young-cheong (glorious)’ dance or the ‘hol-mok (wrist)’ dance of
Jinju Gyobang Gudgeori chum of Kim Suak.

2. Dance of Softness: The thesis finds that dance with soft moves reminiscent
of willow trees swaying in the wind is possible only from time and years of
experience, and that the composure enabled by the richness and
accumulation of time can make the dance special. The Jinju Gyobang
Gudgeori chum of Kim Suak has many lines that flow like water and has a
softness which appears as though she is dancing in a vacuum.

3. Dance of Emptiness: The thesis finds that the slow and relaxing Gudgeori
music and Korean traditional dance which naturally accompany the pace of
breathing have an effect of art therapy. The Gudgeori chum of master dancer
Kim Suak is relaxing, romantic and exciting, especially when performed in
a quiet pavilion while looking down on the wide ocean with arms wide open
and making a smooth turn. Therefore, the dance of Kim Suak was found to
give much joy to and have a curative effect on the body and mind of both
the dancer and the audience.

keywords: Lao-tzu(*=4}), Nature, Aesthetics of Korean Dance(3t=+% 2] u]), Kim
Suak(714=2}), Jinju Gyobang Gudgeori chum(%1 511 77 2] %).
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