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21) Klaus Pradler, “Ein Bericht aus der Sicht eines Acrchivars im Westfaelischen
Wirtschaftsarchiv in Dortmund”, Arhivpflege in Westfulen und Lippe, Heft 57, 2002,
p.26.
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Abstract

The Formation and Types of Business Archives in Germany
Kim, Young-Ae

The term ‘Business Archives' is not familiar with us in our
society. Some cases can be found that materials are collected for
publishing the history of a firm on commemoration of some decades
of its foundation. However, the appropriate management of these
collected  materials doesn't seem to be followed in most of
companies.

The Records and archives management is inevitable in order to
maximize the utility of Informartion and knowledge in the business
world. The interest in records management has been grown,
especially in the fields of business management and information
technology. However, the importance of business archives hasn't
been conceived yet. And also no attention has been paid to the
business archives as social resources and the responsibility of the
society as a whole for their preservation.

The company archives doesn't have a long history in Germany
although the archives of the nation, the aristocracy, communes and
churches have a long tradition. However the company archives of
Krupps which was established in 1905, is regarded as the first
business archives in the world, It means that Germany has raken
a key role to lead the culture of business archives.

This paper focuses on the process of the establishment of business
archives in Germany and its characteristics. The business archives

in Germany can be categorized in three types; company archives,
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regional business archives and branch archives. It must be noted
hete that each type of these was generated in the context of the
accumulation of the social resources and its effecrive use. A
company archives is established by an individual company for the
preservation of and use of the archives that originated in the
company. The holdings in the company archives can be used as
materials for decision making of policies, reporting, advertising,
training of employees etc. They function not only as sources inside
the company, but also as raw sourtces for the scholars, contributing
to the study of the social-economic history. Some archives of
German companies are known as a center of research.

A regional business archives manages materials which originated
in commerce chambers, associations and companies in a certain
region, There are 6 regional business archives in Germany. They
collect business archives which aren't kept in a proper way ot are
under pressure of damage in the region for which they are
responsible, They are alsc open to the public offering the sources
for the study of economic history, social history like company
archives, so that they also play a central role as a research center.

Branch business archives appeared relatively late in Germany.
The first one is established in Bochum in 1969, Its general duries
and goals are almost similar with ones of other two types of
archives. It has differences in two aspects. One is chat the
responsibility of the branch business archives covers all the country,
while regional business archives colleces archives in a particular
region. The other is that a branch business archives collects
materials from a single industry. For example, the holdings of
Bochum archives are related with the mining induscry. The mining

industry-specialized Bochum archives is run as an organization in
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combination with a museum, which is called as Getman mine
museum, so that it plays a role as a cultural center with the
functions of exhibition and research.

The three types of German business archives have their own
functions but they are also closely related each other under the
German Association of Business Archivists. They are sharing aims
to preserve primary materials with historical values in the field of
economy and also contribute to keeping the archives as a social
resources by having feed back with the public, which leads che
archives to be a center of information and research.

The German case shows that business archives in a society should
be preserved not only for the interest of the companies, but also
for the wutilities of social resources. It also shows us how business
archives could be preserved as a social resource. It is expected that
some studies which approach more deeply on this topic will be

followed based on the considerations from the German case.
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