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ABSTRACT

Archives acquisition activities and rule of the colonial

chosun government general

Lee Seung Il

Until now, archives of colonial era preserved in each public institution
including National Archives & Records Service can be called as the results of
colonial chosun government general's records management activities.

However, it is a fact that only the fragment of the archives from colonial
era remained in public institutions without maintaining integrity of record.
Therefore, it is virtually impossible to restore operations process of the era
only with current records. It is somewhat because some records were
institutionally abrogated by valuation selecting standard of colonial chosun
government general, but it is more likely the result of systematic destruction
of documents and records upon liberation.

On the other hand, although records that were being preserved by colonial
chosun government general's acquisition policy escaped the systematic
abrogation, the scope and target of the historical records were changed
according to acquisition policy. Historical records managed by each inquiry
agency of colonial chosun government general were collected to be used for

fundamental information of colonial rule or compilation of Chosun history.

36 7|=897 15



However, archives collected by colonial chosun government general could not
escape partiality as a goal for colonial rule had priority over the standpoint for
recording Korean society. Although records management system of colonial
chosun government general was introduced from Japanese government's
system, it clearly shows colonial characteristics in the process of collecting

Chosun's historical records and its use.

key words: acquisition policy, archives, records management



