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ABSTRACT

Management and Use of Oral History Archives on Forced

Mobilization
-Centering on oral history archives collected by the Truth Commission on
Forced Mobilization under the Japanese Imperialism Republic of Korea-

Kwon, Mi-Hyun

“The damage incurred from forced mobilization under the Japanese
Imperialism” means the life, physical, and property damage suffered by those
who were forced to lead a life as soldiers, civilians attached to the military,
laborers, and comfort women forcibly mobilized by the Japanese Imperialists
during the period between the Manchurian Incident and the Pacific War. Up
to the present time, every effort to restore the history on such a compulsory
mobilization-borne damage has been made by the damaged parties, bereaved
families, civil organizations, and academic circles concerned; as a result, on
March 5, 2004, Disclosure act of Forced Mobilization under the Japanese
Imperialism{part of it was partially revised on May 17, 20071was officially
established and proclaimed. On the basis of this law, the Truth Commission
on Forced Mobilization under the Japanese Imperialism Republic of
Korea[Compulsory Mobilization Commission hence after] was launched under
the jurisdiction of the Prime Minister on November 10, 2004. Since February
1, 2005, this organ has begun its work with the aim of looking into the
real aspects of damage incurred from compulsory mobilization under the

Japanese Imperialism, by which making the historical truth open to the

ZASe Texze Halo g8 339

world. The major business of this organ is to receive the damage report and
investigation of the reported damage[examination of the alleged victims and
bereaved families, and decision-making], receipt of the application for the
fact-finding & fact finding; fact finding and matters impossible to make
judgment; correction of a family register subsequent to the damage
judgement; collection & analysis of data concerning compulsory mobilization
at home and from abroad and writing up of a report; exhumation of the
remains, remains saving, their repatriation, and building project for historical
records hall and museum & memorial place, etc.

The Truth Commission on Compulsory Mobilization has dug our and
collected a variety of records to meet the examination of the damage and fact
finding business. As is often the case with other history of damage, the
records which had already been made open to the public or have been newly
dug out usually have their limits to ascertaining of the diverse historical
context involved in compulsory mobilization in their quantity or quality. Of
course, there may happen a case where the interested parties' story can fill
the vacancy of records or has its foundational value more than its related
record itself. The Truth Commission on Compulsory mobilization generated a
variety of oral history records through oral interviews with the alleged
damage-suffered survivors and puts those data to use for examination business,
attempting to make use of those data for public use while managing those on
a systematic method.

The Truth Commission on compulsory mobilization-possessed oral history
archives were generated based on a drastic planning from the beginning of
their generation, and induced digital medium-based production of those data
while bearing the conveniences of their management and usage in mind from

the stage of production. In addition, in order to surpass the limits of the oral
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history archives produced in the process of the investigating process, this
organ conducted several special training sessions for the interviewees and let
the interviewees leave their real context in time of their oral testimony in an
interview journal.

The Truth Commission on compulsory mobilization isn't equipped with an
extra records management system for the management of the collected
archives. The digital archives are generated through the management system
of the real aspects of damage and electronic approval system, and they plays
a role in registering and searching the produced, collected, and contributed
records. The oral history archives are registered at the digital archive and
preserved together with real records. The collected oral history archives are
technically classified at the same time of their registration and given a proper
number for registration, classification, and keeping. The Truth Commission
on compulsory mobilization has continued its publication of oral history
archives collection for the positive use of them and is also planning on
producing an image-based matters.

The oral history archives collected by this organ are produced, managed and
used in as positive a way as possible surpassing the limits produced in the
process of investigation business and budgetary deficits as well as the absence
of records management system, etc. as the form of time-limit structure. The
accumulated oral history archives, if a historical records hall and museum
should be built as regulated in Disclosure act of forced mobilization, would be

more systematically managed and used for the public users.
Key Words: Forced Mobilization, oral history archives, interview,

interviewee, publication of oral history archives,

image-based matters
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