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Public Record Act (1958)
Schedule 1. Definition of public records
o) Records of, or held in, any department of Her Majesty's Government in the
© United Kingdom, or Records of any office, commission or other body or
establishment whatsoever under Her Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom, shall be public records. *(§47|%, Wz7]50] L4}
Archives Act 1983
Commonwealth record means:
(a)a record that is the property of the Commonwealth or of a Commonwealth
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to be deemed to be a Commonwealth record by virtue of a regulation under
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ABSTRACT

Presidential Archives Management in Crisis
- An Archival Approach to the Solutions -

Lee, Sang-Min

This paper reviews recent records issues surrounding former president Roh
Moo-Hyun's private possession of the copies of the presidential records in
Korea. While the former president transferred his records to the National
Archives of Korea, he copied his electronic presidential records and kept them
in his house after the term. His retention of the "records copies' arouse
critical records issues and criminal charges. In this paper, I examined the
definition of presidential records and legal status of records copies, authenticity
of electronic copies of public records in public and private records systems,
nature and scope of presidential privilege of access to his records, and most
importantly, political neutrality of national archives. I examined these issues
comparing with foreign experience, especially that of the United States which
has the Presidential Records Act like Korea. All issues are examined in the
professional spirit of archives principles and archives ethics. Legal status of the
electronic copies of presidential records is not firmly established and the
criminal charge seems groundless. However, it is against public archives
principles and ethics that private former president privately possesses and
manages private information and national security information held in the
electronic copies of the presidential records. Presidential Records Act of Korea

provides an effective tool to protect the presidential records for 15 years and



it should be respected. It is time to consolidate the public records

management institutions in Korea, not to disintegrate them.
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