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ABSTRACT

A Study on a Democratic Records Management System

in Korea

Kwak, Kun-Hong

We have innovated the records management since 2004. So, We
innovated  the electronic  records management, transparency, and
accountability. From these results, we could mark a turning point to plant
the democratic values in the government It is very surprising, but it is
fact that there are the estrangement between the high level
institutionalization and low level records cultural soil.

But after starting new government, things have been going backward.
We have experienced the hyper-politicized problem, shrinking governance
problem, regressive personnel policies in the National Archives of Korea.
New Innovation Model' has resulted the shrinking democratic values, and
the growing the bureaucratism. At this point of change, it will be
meaningful to review the future of records management.

First, we should make the more archives to realize the self-control
decentralization model. It means that all local governments has the duty to
build the archives, and to operate it with a principle of autonomy.

Second, We should start the culture movement to build the more
archives, the small archives in private sector. Archives are necessary in the

NGO, Universities, firms, art, media, etc. And the small archives are



necessary in the various communities, which enhance the rights of minority.
All these will spread the democratic values in our society.

Third, right democracy system should be operated for the political
neutrality, independency. This problem is not prohibited within the national
archives innovation model. So, we should transfer the powers of
government to local government, and we should re-innovate the National
Archives Committee will have the role to make the important records
management policies.

In short, Unless going to forward with the more democratic values, it

would go backward ‘records management without democracy’.

Key words: National Archives of Korea, Presidential Archives, Small
Archives, Democratic Records Management System
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