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ABSTRACT

Directions of Implementing Documentation Strategies for
Local Regions

Seol, Moon-Won

Documentation strategy has been experimented in various subject areas and
local regions since late 1980°s when it was proposed as archival appraisal and
selection methods by archival communities in the United States. Though it
was criticized to be too ideal, it needs to shed new light on the potentialities
of the strategy for documenting local regions in digital environment. The
purpose of this study is to analyse the implementation issues of documentation
strategy and to suggest the directions for documenting local regions of Korea

through the application of the strategy.

The documentation strategy which was developed more than twenty years
ago in mostly western countries gives us some implications for documenting

local regions even in current digital environments. They are as follows;

Firstly, documentation strategy can enhance the value of archivists as well
as archives in local regions because archivist should be active shaper of history
rather than passive receiver of archives according to the strategy. It can also

be a solution for overcoming poor conditions of local archives management in

Korea.

xo 7= 82 Sigt ‘=RULOIM Harel Mg 45

Secondly, the strategy can encourage cooperation between collecting
institutions including museums, libraries, archives, cultural centers, history
institutions, etc. in each local region. In the networked environment the
cooperation can be achieved more effectively than in traditional environment

where the heavy workload of cooperative institutions is needed.

Thirdly, the strategy can facilitate solidarity of various groups in local
region. According to the analysis of the strategy projects, it is essential to
collect their knowledge, passion, and enthusiasm of related groups to
effectively implement the strategy. It can also provide a methodology for

minor groups of society to document their memories.

This study suggests the directions of documenting local regions in

consideration of current archival infrastructure of Korean as follows;

Firstly, very selective and intensive documentation should be pursued rather
than comprehensive one for documenting local regions. Though it is a very
political problem to decide what subject has priority for documentation,
interests of local community members as well as professional groups should be

considered in the decision-making process seriously.

Secondly, it is effective to plan integrated representation of local history in
the distributed custody of local archives. It would be desirable to implement

archival gateway for integrated search and representation of local archives

regardless of the location of archives.

Thirdly, it is necessary to try digital documentation using Web 2.0



technologies. Documentation strategy as the methodology of selecting and
acquiring archives can not avoid subjectivity and prejudices of appraiser
completely. To mitigate the problems, open documentation system should be

prepared for reflecting different interests of different groups.

Fourth, it is desirable to apply a conspectus model used in cooperative
collection management of libraries. ~Conspectus can show existing
documentation strength and future documentation intensity for each
participating institution. Using this, documentation level of each subject area

can be set cooperatively and effectively in the local regions.

key words: documentation strategy, archival appraisal, local archives,
records acquisition, documenting localities
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