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ABSTRACT

An Interpretation of the Gaps between
Fact’ and ‘Oral Materials’ in Political Elite Oral History

Jo, Young-Jae

The value and validity of elite oral materials have been questioned
because of their gaps with fact, The purpose of this article is to analyze
these gaps and to propose some solutions that can reduce the gaps,

According to the analysis of this article, there are three types of the gaps
that qualitatively differ from each other, The first type of the gaps is
produced in the process of generation of memory, This type is made
because informants cognize and memorize the facts that exist outside
themselves, Selective cognition, selective memory and individual experience
come under this category, The second type is produced in the process of
preserving the memory, Forgetting and memory transformation are main
examples of this type, The third type is produced in the process of the
interviews with the informants, False statements or lies fall into this category.,

The main conclusions are as follows, 1) all gaps in oral materials are not
necessarily negative, It is because Some of these gaps- the first and the second
type- are not only parts of the real world but also very useful for interpreting
the world, 2) The third type of the gaps are very harmful and it is need to be

eradicated or reduced, For this, this article proposes some solutions,
Key words : oral material, oral history, political elite, selective memory,

memory transformation, forgetting, groupthink, mood congruence,

cognitive dissonance, consistency bias
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