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ABSTRACT

A Study on Management Present and Improvements of

National Records Designation System

Choi, Jae-Ho * Lee Young-Hak

This study is on management present and improvements on National
Records Designation System, National Records Designation System is a
system that supports management and preservation of changes of records
designated by the government through consideration that such records are
worth preserving permanently nationally among records acquired by
individual or organization, This system is meaningful in a way that it
established systematic foundation to hand down by informatizing historic
private records which are in danger to be lost or damaged due to lack of
proper care,

However, compared to the number of designated records, the
information that could be practically drawn from such records are limited,
This triggered this study to be launched, National Archive sometimes
promotes designation and management of National Designated records, Yet
archival information service offering access of user to national designated
records are very rare,

I conducted survey and interview of managers, field research, and
documentary research of 10 records holding institution that keeps national
designated records currently, I considered that current management status

of National Records Designation System can be figured out minutely



through these research, As a result of such research, most of the records
holding institutions offered display as their least archival information
service, The objective of records informatization was to utilize the records,
Also further plans on information service related to records and various
utilization were suggested, records holding institution manager did not give
positive answer on effect of designating national designated records and
cooperation between National Archive, Support to National Archive only
focused on preservation, For national designated records holding institution
designated after 2011 were not getting proper support. In addition,
National Archive’s support rarely met records holding institution’s need, In
such circumstances, things to consider for improvements of National
Records Designation System is as following,

First, designation of national designated records should be based on the
utilization of the record, Fach records holding institution's willingness to
utilize corresponding records and National Archive’s ability to draw the
willingness out should be considered, Also, it shouldn't be left as mere
complementary policy of National Archive’s selecting policy,

Second, for National Records Designation System to be managed
permanently, it should be changed as the system that supports
enhancement of private records management, The aim should point to the
direction where private can manage and preserve the records on their
own,

Third, There needs to be changes on the subject and process of national
designated records designation, National designated record is the record
that was considered valuable by the government among private records,
Thus, such records should be the best one to show private field,

Accordingly, records that represent contemporary society and include



various states and contents should be chosen to be designated, Moreover,
public discussion be formed by citizens and related professionals in order

to properly select the record,

Key words : National Records Designation System, Private Records, Archival

Information Service, National Archives of Korea
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