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King's Status Reflected in The Joseon Dynasty’s Document transmission System
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{Abstract)

This article explores the influence of the king in the Joseon dynasty’s

document transmission system, focusing on some exceptional cases,
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According to the Joseon’s law, the form of official documents depended
on rank differences between receiver and sender,

However, there were cases of not following the general principles
such as Byungjo(Jt#), Seungjeongwon(ZEft) and Kyujanggak(4s#:
). Byungjo was a ministry in charge of military administration,
Seungjeongwon was a royal secretary institution which assisted the king
and delivered king's orders that existed from the early Joseon,
Kyujanggak was a royal library and an assistant institution of the king
that was established in the JeongJo(1FJH) era.

Byungjo was regarded as a relatively high-ranking institution when it
sent and received military-related documents. Seungjeongwon and
Kyujanggak could use Kwanmoon(Bfi3Y) to upper rank institution,
Kwanmoon was the document form used for institutions of the same or
lower rank than itself, Conversely, higher rank institutions used
Cheobjeong(fE) which was stipulated as a document form to using
upper rank institution in law to send them,

The reason that they could have privileges in transmission document
system was that Joseon had an administrative system centered on the
king. Byungjo was an institution entrusted with military power from
King. Seungjeonwon and Kyujanggak took charge of the assistance and
the delivery of King's order, so they could have a different system of
receiving and sending document than the others, In conclusion, the
Joseon Dynasty operated exceptions in document administration based
on the existence of the king, it means Joseon's transmission document
system was basically operated under the Confucian bureaucracy with

the king as its peak,

Keywords : Document administration, Document transmission system,
Formality of official document, Byungjo(The minsistry of
military, 00 0O), Seungjeongwon(d 0 O ), Kyujanggak(O O
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