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Similarity Detection in Object Codes
and Design of Its Tool
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Abstract

The similarity detection to plagiarism or duplication of computer programs requires a different type of
analysis methods and tools according to the programming language used in the implementation and the
sort of code to be analyzed. In recent years, the similarity appraisal for the object code in the embedded
system, which requires a considerable resource along with a more complicated procedure and advanced
skill compared to the source code, is increasing. In this study, we described a method for analyzing the
similarity of functional units in the assembly language through the conversion of object code using the
reverse engineering approach, such as the reverse assembly technique to the object code. The instruction
and operand table for comparing the similarity is generated by using the syntax analysis of the code in
assembly language, and a tool for detecting the similarity is designed.
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Fig. 1. Similarity Analysis in Object Codes
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text: 10001550, —SUBROUTINE —  text:10004F00; ——SUBROUTINE ——
text:10001550- text:10004F00

1ext:10001550 Aext:10004F00

text:10001550 sub_10001550 proc near 1ext:10004F00 sub_10004F00 proc near

. DATA XREF: .data:off_10018C800 . DATA XREF: .rdata:off_1000F9300
text:10001550 text:10004F00

text: 10001550 arg_0 =dword ptr 4 text:10004F00 arg_0 = dword ptr 4
text:10001550 arg_4 =dword ptr 8 text:10004F00 arg_4 = dword ptr 8
text:10001550 arg_8 =dword ptr OCh text:10004F00 arg_8 = dword ptr OCh
text:10001550 text:10004F00

text: 10001550 mov  eax, [esp+arg_8] text:10004F00 mov  eax, [esp+arg_8]
text:10001554 mov  ecx, [esp+arg_4] text:10004F 04 mov  ecx, [esp+arg_4]
1ext:10001558  push eax 1ext:10004F08 push eax

text: 10001558 mov  eax, [esp+d+arg_0] text:10004F09 mov  eax, [esp+d+arg_0]
1ext:1000165D  xer  edx, edx text:10004F0D xor  edx, edx
Aext:1000155F  push  ecx Aext:10004F0F push ecx

text:10001560 mov  dx, [eax+10h] text:10004F10 mov  dx, [eax+0Eh]
text:10001564 add eax, 12h text:10004F 14 add  eax, 10h
text:10001567 push  edx text:10004F17 push edx

text: 10001568 push eax text:10004F 18 push eax

text: 10001569  call sub_10002070
text:1000156E add  esp. 10h
text: 10001571 retn

text: 10001571 sub_10001550 endp

text:10004F19 call  sub_10001AFO
text:10004F1E add  esp. 10h
text:10004F21 retn

text:10004F21 sub_10004F00 endp
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Fig. 3. Assembly Language for Similar Functions

Ea, ol iulo] ;e Mg AEH Y
g4 mee BA ;me] BN Tl Aozl
A F4ee] o] Fo] ol AuFHe] Fa WA
2 BAEC ged, 24 uAz gAE 59

5ol o]BEL YAl Ao X A g o]
Fo® A7t astA A o]F flstd=
A 7lEgdRol Aok &) dA] A
stojof dhd], 94l A= gz By} of
A Rer Agdshe 45 FY o]
T HAR WSto] HA] il YA FEO
2y o5& #AEE
T Atk mekd, F
I}ty e

H] 1l 3}

=
=

&O

oX
tru o
K

>

i

>
2
o
£y
il o
2l
[
1o

=4
o
B r
o i
Y
> b a2 10 o T oo K2

Y
N

Jf

o o

>

ki

>

Sl
it
i)
4 2
2,
>
i
Ku)

tlo o

w
N
oo
>
e
=l
H1
mjn
©
ot
rot
o
>
H1
Mo
1z

e
&
O

e 2
g e
T
o
ot
¥

lo
U
2~
Ho
S
[
[ I—

i i [T o

AN

i
w
[N
rlr

HU HJ-{EI 1—0[1

fo 2 Hu

o
>,
N =
2 Lo
o iR
ko
o
k1
-
)
2
[l
frtl
o

fru
i)
o,
=
rr
ok
i)
o

T
e
>~
R

Q

5

D

Z. >

S

= o

a —

ot
%0

2 o

3(% 2

5 8

==

P 8 e 0

> o o =
oo

bt
oo 4T o W (o
fu

_W_Biu_l?.i
ot R M™OH

[
o X oy o
A
ol
)

1%

o

Ho

2

X

e - IHJ
n

TE L
r2

oo o

e ot FE:H

2
1%
o

-
L
2

= B
02,

rlr rgl', 1o

In e e
1o
>
e Jd
Bl yo
g o

2N
2
o
re
o)
k1
il
y
i
_0|L
0.
o

[ K
o
MToR oo 203

Lo,
o
>,
I
[
22
Moo
[ ol
Q‘L

R oo 2
(RERTS
oy
N
X,
flo
f
o8 (o,
5
o

[m

>
X,

>
>
0%

fr e

B
4%

of
-

O% 4. BX ZE=9| s AT of
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