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Abstract

A Study on Chinese Characters of Disease Names in Shuowenjiezi

Park, Heung Soo, Kim, Ji Youn

Among Chinese characters using 7~ from (Shuowenjiezi) in this article I have
studied Chinese characters representing diseases by classifying them as internal
medicine, surgery, and others (i.e. pediatrics, ear nose and throat (=ENT],
ophthalmology, obstetrics, psychiatry, veterinary medicine).

There are ten Chinese characters relating to (belonging to) internal medicine:
five (5) forgeneral internal medicine (FF, #f, #&, 5, ) and five (5) for infectious
diseases (JE, i, ¥, 3k, ).

The number of Chinese characters related to surgery amount to sixteen(16):
eight(8) for dermatology (&, £, #%, JH, &, % % %), four (4) for neurosurgery
(1 98, % J5), three (3) for orthopedics (ff, %, #%), and one (1) for
hemorrhoids (##).

Other Chinese characters related to diseases include three (3) for pediatrics (7,
fiE, #), two (2) for ear, nose and throat (=ENT) (BF, #), one (1) for
ophthalmology (#§), two (2) for obstetrics (i, #), four (4) for
psychiatry (&, %, Jit, %%), and two (2) for veterinary medicine (%, #i).

In analyzing Chinese characters representing diseases in terms of meaning, most
of them are derived from meanings that these Chinese characters originally had,
and which represent the symptoms or the nature of these diseases.

Chinese characters using '/ ”as a base character are associated with diseases.
Even if some diseases are not at all serious, derived meanings almost always have
negative connotations since these diseases are worrisome.

In cultural terms, we notice that the diseases ancient peoples identified are not
significantly different than people of today. This shows that ancient peoples
possessed considerable knowledge about diseases.

In addition, their knowledge about diseases was extensive and well organized,



seeing that they used different characters for various diseases on condition that
they had minor differences, even if some diseases had similar symptoms or were

same type of diseases.
Among Chinese characters related to veterinarian medicine, there is a character,

which represents a disease only affecting horses. This shows the social
environment at an epoch, when horses were the most important of all the animals,
because this was attributable to frequent wars.

Key Words : Shuowenjiezi, Chinese characters representing diseases, Chinese

Culture



