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Abstract
Study on the Images of Gisaengs Fguring in Bai Ju Yi's Poems

Lee Tae Hyoung

Bai Ju Yi(H/E%), the poet, composed 2924 poems, many of which dealt with
(Gisaengs(1570) as a main theme for his poem. To find out the interchange between
him and gisaengs, this paper studied the relationship from the Socio—cultural
perspective. In addition, this paper dealt with how the image of gisaengs is
projected in each poem. The gisaengs who appeared in his poems, were expressed
as taking a variety of images. The types of the themes can be summarized as
follows.

First, the gisaengs were described as a Sybaritic person who sings and dances
wearing a gorgeous dress, just as the way of expressing by the literary men of the
past times. However, the difference between the poems composed by in Bai Ju Yi
and other poems is that his poem deal with not only the appreciation about
gisaengs’ appearance but also their inner descriptions

Second, his poems well represented both court ladies who have to live in the
palace until the end of their lives and their grudge about a lonely life out of favor
with the king.

Third, the appearances of gisaengs enjoying banquets were described as
sybaritic however, emotion melted in their inner side was expressed as sympathetic
equating their yearing toward their lover with their miserable looking caused by
growing old

All things considered, we can realize that in Bai Ju Yi's poems, originally about
criticism about real life, have different sides through contemplating his poems
dealing with gisaengs as a main theme. Through anecdote and records about
gisaengs who were corresponding with in Bai Ju Yi, there is the flow of the soul
between them. Based on the a variety of images, we can infer his consciousness

toward the gisaengs.



Key Words: Bai Ju Yi(AE%), Gisaengs(f&%), Sybaritic person,
Lonely life, Sympathetic equating



