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Abstract
Shitong:  From the Viewpoint of Chinese Essays
Luo Shuhua

"Shi Tong”, the masterpiece of Liu Zhiji, is well known as a great historical
work: however, it can be regarded as the greatest work in Chinese literature,
especially in Chinese essays after the book “Wen Xin Diao Long” because of its
numerous achievements, breakthroughs and influence. As to the influence, the
writer feels sorry for being unable to identify. But he points out its primary
contributions? drawing a clear dividing line between literature and history, thus
accelerating their development respectively. “Shi Tong” studies literature from
historians point of view, and puts forward many significant and original ideas. It
emphasizes ‘trueness and ‘simplicity , which are not only the core concepts of
history, but also the cornerstone of Chinese essays. As to the issues of restoring
ancient ways and innovation, Liu Zhiji not only advocates classics, but also
maintains that languages in literature should keep pace with the times, which is
consistent with the Classical Literary Movement in the Tang Dynasty and

theoretically paves the way for it.

Key words : Liu Zhiji Shitong Essay Trueness Simplicity



