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Abstract
Knowing the Words Via Motivations

CUI TAI JI

Chinese characters, one of the five inventions of China are strongly motivated in
the mapping of the signifier and the signified. The decoding methods, which
include ideograph, symbolization, indication, echoism, is significant in knowing and

mastering Chinese characters and its regulations. All of these methods are vivid
and association-provoking, getting twice the result with half the effort. The
Chinese teachers have gained a deep insight in the teaching Chinese characters.
They have summed up more than thirty ways of knowing the characters.
However, their system is too complex and redundant. Most of the methods can be

covered here as motivation-driven way. This method covers a lot of ground and
can be carried out easily. Moreover, this paper exemplified nine methods and comes
up with the idea that the so-called convergence and separation methods are

nothing more than the ways of knowing the characters. This paper endeavors to

use brand new examples.

Key Words : Character Coinage; Decoding; exploration; symbolization;

effect



