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<Abstract>

The Application of Bachelard’s Discussions on the Prometheus

Complex:On Yu Kwang—chung's Poems and His “Fire” Imagination

CHAN, Oi Shan
M. A. Candidate, School of Chinese, The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam, Hong Kong

Fire is a recurrent central theme in poetry. Yu Kwang-chung’s verse is full
of the recurrent image of fire, with objects either burning or luminous firing
the imagination and giving shape to verses of passion. Based on the theory of
“fire” by the prominent 20th Century scientific philosopher and poetics
theorist, Gaston Bachelard, this article attempts to identify the reverence for
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fire and the symbolic meaning of the Promethean complex in Yu’s poetry, and
to explore the true feelings and sentiments of his verse.

Key words : Yu Kwang—chung, Bachelard, fire, Promethean complex, four elements in
poetics



