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<ABSTRACT>

A comparative study of the phenomenon of word conversion in Korean and Chinese
Park, Heng-Soo/ Kim, Young—-Hee

In this paper, we investigate conversion words in Korean and Chinese. Conversion words
are those that have two or more grammatical functions depending on their context while
retaining a related meaning. In Korean, which is an agglutinative language, the majority of words
have only one grammatical function and their word class can only be changed by adding
particular suffixes. However few words have more than one word class or have different
grammatical functions in the different sentences, this small group is called "zero-derived
conversion”". On the other hand, in Chinese, which is an isolating language, one word often holds
two or more classes at the same time and the word class is defined by the word order of a
particular sentience.

In chapter 2 we address the definition of conversion words and introduce an approach for
determining the difference between homophones and conversion words. Conversion words don't
change form or pronunciation when they are used as a different word class and their meaning
does not change significantly. If the meaning is not related it is a homophone, not a conversion
word.

In chapter 3 we analyse some examples of conversion words in Korean and Chinese
and compare them based on part of speech classifications; noun, verb, adjective and adverb.

Key Words : Conversion word, Word class, Zero—derived conversion, Noun, Verb, Adjective,
Adverb



