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(Abstract)

Discussion of the Origin of the Names of the Northwestern Minorities

Shim Hyeongcheol « Kim Euksu

China’s fifty—five minority ethnicities are classified according to their respective
residential areas: Dongbei(Z1t), Neimenggu(PNg#iX), Xibei(pit), Xinan(FGEgit
[X), Zhongdongnan(FHZ<EEMIX) and so on. The reason why these minorities are so
divided 1s that common and distinguishing aspects of each ethnic culture are easily
identified by the natural environment of residence.

This research mainly discusses the origin of the names of the northwestern
minorities. The northwestern area includes the castles of Shanxi(5%7§), Gansu(fH
), and Qinghai(F), and the two autonomous districts of Ningxia(T°E) and
Xinjiang ).

Currently, the thirteen minorities distributed in this area are Hui([]), Dongxiang
((:%), Bonan({f:%0), Salar(ghy), Tu(t), Yugur(#f), Uighur(MEE/R), Kazakh(gi=
), Kirgiz(/Rf0), TadzhikGEE ), Uzhek(ERlss), TatarGE#EMm), and Russ
(I

Divided by district, the seven minorities of Uighur(#E/R), Kazakh(iAi=rD),
Kirgiz(M/Rmif), Tadzhik(@EET70), Uzhek(BZARITT), Tatar(BEE), and Russ(&%
) largely live in XinjlangGipe), WeiWu'erGfEE/R)'s Autonomous Region. Six
others mainly reside in Gansu(H7f), Ningxia(T"H), and Qinghai(5¥#) and these
are the Hui(Ja)), Dongxiang(}:%), Bonan({§%9), Salar(fihy), Tu(t), and Yugur(is
(&),

The names of the thirteen minorities in northwest China was finally confirmed
by the Chinese government after the government investigated both the origin of
each ethnicity’s history and the characteristics of each residential region. The
Chinese title accorded to each minority does not correspond perfectly with its real
pronunciation. This phenomenon is caused by the ideography of Chinese
characters.

Each ethnic group’s name stands for its endemic national spirit. Although we are
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not able to find scientific evidence to support it, such has existed from generation
to generation, and plays a very important role in national unity. For example, the
unity of Uighur, the swan of Kazakh, and the crown of Tadzhik not only raise
people’s pride of their own races, but also promote the succession of their own
spirit. Moreover, these things embody a meaning of inspiring people’s unity.

Likewise, certain names of each race embody the following: an affinity from the
past until the present, myths and legends that have existed for generations,
features of a district, connections to other races, and so on. Therefore, I consider
that the research of names of each race is the first assignment in the process of
studying the historical subject of any of these races.

Key Words : China, the northwestern region, minority, myth, legend, connection
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