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<Abstract>

A Contrastive Study on the Epistemic Modality Expressions of Chinese
and Korean

- With Focus on the Method of Grammatical Expression -
Chot Jaeyoung + Suh Jieun

Modality is a semantic category that indicates the subjective attitude of the
speaker towards the proposition. As a kind of modality, epistemic modality
indicates the speaker’s speculation about the possibility of the proposition, and can
be further divided into [necessity], [probability], and [possibility] according to the
degree of the speaker’s commitment. The method of expression of modality differs
from one language to another.

This paper illustrates the modal expressions of the Chinese and Korean
languages, which are different from each other. It then classifies the epistemic
modal expressions into three types, according to the speaker's commitment, as
mentioned above. Based on the analysis results, how the Chinese modal
expressions correspond to the Korean modal expressions is discussed.

The corresponding relations between the Chinese and Korean modal expressions
are as follows:

Chinese Korean
.| Auxiliary H(ded), L .| Non-terminal --(-gess-),
Necessity verb Hi(yao) / Necessity suffix & 70]tH-] geos-ida)
Ausdliary %((Vmi) Defective | -2 21 ZTH-1 geos gatda),
Probability Li{erljr ’ Fji??v?r? Yai) Probability noun -2 ZATH- deus-sipda),
e g(vfmg%gané) / construction | —2 8FH(-1 deushada)
Auxiliary
Aucliary S(hu) predicate | -7} 2tH(-lkka sipda),
Possibility fxrsr } none) 9| Possibility | (verb and | -=X% ¥2rH-lido)
¢ Renens adjective) moleuda)
construction




AR (keneng),
i (yexu)
The following conclusions can be drawn from the above analysis results.

Possibility Adverb

First, the Chinese auxiliary verbs that belong to [necessity] and [probability]
correspond to “~Z-(-gess-)” and “-& Zo|tH(-] geos-ida), ” which belong to
[necessity].

Second, the Chinese auxiliary verbs that belong to [possibility] correspond to “-
2 7 oK1 geos gatda), " “-= XATH-l deus-sipda), " and “-= X3EH(-l
deushada), ” which belong to [probability].

Third, the Korean modal expressions that belong to [possibility] have a
conditional relation with the Chinese modal adverbs, such as “##E(keneng)” and
“t1 i (yexu).”

Key Words : modality, epistemic modality, contrastive study of Chinese and Korean, modal
auxiliary verb, modal adverb
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