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5) Walter J. Ong, “What is ‘Writing’ Or ‘Script'?” in Orality and Literacy: The
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6) Wilson, Edward, Sociobiology: The New Synthesis(1975), pp.228~229.
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3} FEY AFE 7EE SRl 719e a7y olge FAola, Fiieko] ‘AHER
719872 1950t Aote] whooll A WHAE A A9 EVR 5o Aske, ‘A
NE7|g A A Brld AT FEE2 ut2 ekl YA dAlol &abn, AARE
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%, FLBERE H) 9714 25 T4 $48 54 Ao A3 dAE S5
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Thistoire des langues, pp.19~20.(A|$1-&) Michel Foucault, The Order of Things:
An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (2001), p.37. "3} AFE;(1986)

6) )9} & AL James Beattie, The Theory of Language, De Francis, Nationalism
and Language Reform in China So1A 2 AgEo] AUt

17) Fol dE&d, 'B7hr ol& A14,(2000) Fz.

18) Bertrand Russell, An Outline of Philosophy(1927), p.47.

19) Goody, Jack. The Domestication of the Savage Mind, pp.86~87.(A21-&). Walter J.
Ong, Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word. pp.122~123.

20) Ong, Walter J. Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue(1958), pp.306~318.

21) Jacques Gernet, “La Chine, Aspects et fontions psychologiques de I'écritures”,
pp.32~38, Derrida, Of Grammatology(1976), p.91(#S1&).
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24) Saussure, Ferdinand de, Cours de linguistique générale(1972). Course in General

Linguistics. trans. Wade Baskin, 1959, Trans. Roy Harris, Illinois: Open Court,
1986. Eoj#, 10%, 9% 26%.
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<Abstract>

Thinking through ‘wén’(70) and ‘2 '(5): The Possibility and Potentiality of
Chinese Characters

Ha, Youngsam

This paper is an attempt to show the possibility and potentiality of Chinese
Characters by tracing the process of their creation by the ancients before the
foundation of classical learning and the elaboration of the technology of power in
China.

According to Xu Shen'sGHR) Shuowén Jiez(Ff#F), the oldest and one of the
most important character dictionaries of ancient China, Chinese did not consider
their writing system as a secondary sign system serving the sole purpose of
representing vocal speech. Xu Shen draws a basic distinction between two types
of characters, wén(30) and zi(7). Wén is those composed of a single graphic
element and zi those containing more than one such element. Both terms are
combined to the word, wénzi(37") meaning Chinese character.

Relying on the distinction, I would like to develop new ideas and concepts on
Chinese writing in this paper. Firstly, ‘wén'(%0) represents the great intellect of
such a saint who does not have any interest in secular profit and interest, as Cang
Jie(B#) who is known as a creator of Chinese characters. Chinese character
invention was such a great event that could changes the rules of the situation. As
he made the insensible sensible and the invisible visible in the process of creating
Chinese characters, it is said the millet fell down like rain from heaven, and ghost
cried during the night. In addition to the detailed interpretation of the myth, I try
to investigate the singular sense of the word as a truth event, analyzing the
etymological sense ‘wén’ in Oracle bone inscriptions more specifically. On the
other hand, through compound characters called ‘Zi’, [ try to expose
non-hierarchical and democratic properties of writing. Finally, [ attempt to suggest
a way of looking at the world through wénzi which is meant to be both
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destabilising and, at the same time, productive of new ideas.

Key words : Chinese Characters, Shuowén Jiczi(#t30#5), Xu Shen(FHii), Cang Jie(£%),
possibility, potentiality, the technology of power
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