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Abstract

An Analysis of the history behind Chinese mythology from the Perspective of
Totemism

Fu, Xi-liang * Choi, Chang—Won

The five emperors’ times that appeared in Sima Qian's HistoricalRecords -
Biographic Sketches of Five Emperors 1s equivalent to Longshan culture era in
archaeology. The most difficult part of the research in this era lies in the lack of
historical data. Previous researchers tend to exclude myths, legends and historical
documents that contain mythological quality from research field, which makes the
study on this period of history at a standstill. On the basis of totemism theory of
anthropology, present researchers should break through the bondage of traditional
historiography concepts, interpret mythological materials, explore its historical
reality, construct historical system of five emperors, and then fulfill the tracing of
Chinese Civilization origin.

Key Words : totemism, myths and legends, historical reality, the five emperors’ times, Yu
Weichao
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