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Abstract

A relevant comparative study: The frequently—used words in the language of
Chinese modern poetry

Zhang Qingyan

The poetic language is an imagerial and intentional language, which is different
from the legal language, the everyday language and the literary language,
especially in terms of vocabulary. With a close examination of The First 200
Words of the Modern Poetry in comparison with The First 200 Words of the Legal
Language, The First 200 Words of the Everyday Language, and The First 200
Words of the Literary Language, the author argues that: 1) Because the poetic
language and the legal language belong to different registers, the two languages
differ significantly in their selection of vocabulary, therefore we should put more
efforts into the study of register; 2) The poetic language is constructed on the
basis of the everyday language, on account of the shared vocabulary of the
poetic language and the everyday language; 3) The poetic language is most
closely related to the literary language. The poetic language transcends the
literary language, and should be distinct from the literary language.

Key Words : Chinese modern poetry, poetic language, vocabulary, relevant comparison
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