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Abstract

A study on the correlation between passive voice and the function of showing
respect in ancient chinese
- Focusing on AILV sentence

Park, Hyang—lan

In ancient Chinese Jian() in the construction ‘Jian()+V' can be used in
passive sentences and active sentences. In active sentences the nature and the
function of Jian(.) in ‘Jian(W)+V has always been controversial. Some scholars
consider it a demonstrative pronoun, and some consider it a verb or an adverb
showing respect. This paper is opposed to those two opinions. In Middle Chinese
Jian().) in active sentences seems to be able to show respect, it is a result
caused by the change of the syntactic environment, rather than the semantic
change of Jian(t). Through describing the syntactic and semantic change of the
passive marker Jian(!{)), this paper analyses the syntactic and semantic conditions
and mechanisms about the reason of showing respect, and explores the correlation
between the passive voice and the function of showing respect.

Key words : Jian(If}) sentence, passive voice, the function of showing respect
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