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11) While Culture is by no means a weakness for South Korea, the entertainment
industry suffered greatly in 2019 as it was mired with scandal. This is reflected
by South Korea's drop in the Culture sub-index. The Burning Sun scandal
involved numerous high-profile K-pop stars which took the shine off of Korea's
music industry a very high-profile way. To bounce back, South Korea should
invest more in others cultural assets that showcase more of the range and
diversity of Korea's cultural offering to the world. This could be done through
greater leveraging of the budding Hallyuwood film industry and Korea's UNESCO
world heritage sites, balancing contemporary and  historical culture. (
https://softpower30.com/country/south-korea/ )
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26) Across all categories of the Soft Power 30 index, South Korea's lowest ranking
comes in its combined polling score. We can interpret this as a gap between the
soft power assets it holds and perceptions the outside world has of South Korea.
As result, Korea should double down on an extensive public diplomacy campaign
to better engage global audiences and tell its story. By leveraging on its strong
digital assets, South Korea can make itself more accessible to international
audiences and better articulate its contribution to the outside world as a reliable
partner. It should also leverage its position as a hub global innovation. Not
everyone recognises brands such as Samsung, LG, and Hyundai as Korean.
(https'//softpov\ er30.com/country/south-korea/)
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Abstract

Suggestions for Promoting Research on Humanistic Soft Power

Wee, Hangbok - Park, Jongbo

'Soft Power' is a contrasting concept with 'Hard Power' which refers to
physical power such as military and economic power. This was presented
by Joseph S. Nye, who described it as "the power to get what you want
by attracting peoples’ mind rather than coercion or reward." As the
international status of the US began to falter after 1980s, Nye disputed
the decline of the US by claiming that it has strong Soft Power.

Nye proposed the concept of "Soft Power" as a means to maintain the
supremacy of the US in post-Cold War era. 'Soft Power' uses tangible and
intangible resources that can be universally sympathized without using
oppression or appeasement. And in terms of seeking voluntary consent,
cooperation and support through the path of 'inspiration, the concept
contains many elements to improve human society. Due to highly
developed globalization and hyper-connectedness of communications and
media, various information can be exchanged almost unlimitedly at low
cost and high speed. Countries with weak Hard Power is now able to raise
their national image and power through the expansion of Soft Power.
Enhancing “Soft Power” is becoming the focus of attention all over the
world, and Korea is no exception.

Soft power is a holistic concept composed of various elements. The
Korean Wave, which focuses on popular culture such as K-drama, K-film,

and K-pop, has greatly contributed to the development of Korea's Soft
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Power. However, popular cultural products are less relevant to the
nation's awareness, and it is a difficult way for a serious understanding of
the humanistic values of Korean society. Also, there is a risk that a
scandal or excessive commerciality of individual pop stars could cause a
negative effect on the national image. Therefore, Korea's cultural
products, which are drawing attention from the international community,
and the 'Humanistic Soft Power' resources of the Korean society must be
distributed and spread together, in order to promote a long-term and
stable Soft Power and raise the overall level and vitality of the 'Korean
Wave'.

In order to achieve a long-term and reach higher level of national
image improvement, Korea needs to develop “Soft Power Humanities” by
utilizing the humanistic resources of Korean as a source of Soft Power. In
author’s opinion, 'Soft Power Humanities' is a practical humanistic study
that re-examines Korean humanistic resources from the perspective of
'Soft Power', and conducts collaborative research that transcends the
boundaries and activity fields of academic disciplines, as well as the
boundaries of regions and countries. As a wide range of region and
diverse culture are set as targets of Soft Power, the cultural disposition
and characteristics of each, and the preferred contents and formats are
also included in the interests of research.

Soft Power Humanities not only could be a process of deepening
academic research, but also pursues ideas to solve problems faced by
Korea and the world. The publicity of scholarship will also be enhanced
by establishment and implementation of a system that reflects humanistic
values in the research. If we spread and practice humanistic values in

Korean society in advance, and deliver it to the international community



further on, it will not only enhance the national brand but also improve
human life.

If the Humanistic research in Korea discuss the concept of 'Soft Power
Humanities' and promote related academic fields, it will not only
encourage the expansion of the reflective study, but also be able to better
respond to the social expectations. Based on the idea that further interest
and research in this field need to be promoted for strengthening Korea's

Humanistic Soft Power, I suggest rudimentary opinions to academia.

Key words : humanistic resources of Korea, soft power humanities, hyper—connected era,
national competitiveness, country brand

B 109102020, 110, / A A 912020, 1. 15.~ 2020. 2. 15, / AAEAY 2 2020. 2. 20.
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