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Abstract

An analysis of the current state of the tonal notation of disyllabic Mandarin
words that can be read with either stressed or unstressed tones

Roh, Hye Jeong

This article is about the tone of disyllabic Mandarin words that can be read as
either stressed or unstressed tones. We based our data on the list of “either
stressed or unstressed tone” disyllabic words in “A Practical Manual of Tone
Patterns and Forms of Stressed and Unstressed Syllables in Mandarin Words for
the Application of Teaching Chinese to the Speakers of Other Languages("{iE]E
BRAcE i A A & KR I FM)”  and  “The  outline  from
Putonghua Shuiping Ceshi(PSC)( "% ifi KM AZ4,)". From a synchronic angle,
we analyzed the current status of textbooks and dictionaries with regard to the
tonal notation of “either stressed or unstressed tone.” Results show that there is
currently a situation where the tonal notation is not unified and is confusing, and
this might prevent learners from acquiring the correct tonal notation. Finally, we
discuss the normality of words that are either stressed or unstressed and suggest
a direction for Chinese language education as a foreign language.

Key words : standard Chinese, Putonghua, ‘“either stressed or unstressed tone” disyllabic
words, tone pattern, tone combination, The outline from Putonghua Shuiping
Ceshi
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