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Abstract

Reconsidering the reflexes of early Mandarin in mid-16th century Korean texts:
The case of the initial Yi ()

Roh, Hye Jeong

This article cites specific examples of the initial Yi (%) as transcribed in
mid-16th century Korean texts such as Saseongtonghae (PUEEf#), Beonyeok
Nogeoldae (WGEEZK), and Beonyeok Baktongsa (BANES) and reconsiders
the reflexes of early Mandarin in such texts. The initial Yi (%t) had already
changed from a velar nasal to a zero-initial sound in early Mandarin in the
northern region of China, but this change was not reflected in its entirety in
Korean transcriptions, except sporadically in a few characters. In addition, the
Korean texts of that period were transcribed using either © <p> or © <@>.
Contrary to expectations, the transcribed material in mid-16th century Korean
texts does not contain the complete set—a range of codas and all characters in
the initial category—required to observe the phonological changes in early
Mandarin. Korean texts, therefore, can only serve as additional circumstantial
evidence for the phonological changes in early Mandarin.

Key words: the initial Yi(%), velar nasal, © <p>, °<@>, early Mandarin, Korean
transcriptions, Saseongtonghae (TRE:&#R), Beonyeok Nogeoldae (BEEZX),
Beonyeok Baktongsa (HEHNE%)
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