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Abstract

The Power and Sustainability of Korean Wave Content in China during
Post-Hanhanryong Period
- Focusing on analysis of Weibo Posts regarding ‘Squid Game’

Kim, Jung Eun

How could ‘Squid Game’ be a mega hit and stir up a socio—cultural repercussion
in China? In order to search this, this paper analyzes the comments and responses
of two Weibo posts about ‘Squid Game’, and based on this analysis, it examines
the power and sustainability of Korean wave (Hallyu) content in China after
Hanhanryong.

From the positive comments on ‘Squid Game’, we believe that the driving force
that leads the popularity of Korean wave content in China after Hanhanryong is
high quality of the materials including the choice of various topics in Korea's free
and creative environment, probable setting of character and plot, actors' acting
capabilities, and writing skills.

China considers itself to have a positive image in the international community. In
fact, the country has rather unfavorable impression in the world. The sign that this
disparity resulting from differences in perceptions within and outside China could
turn into China's control of Korean wave and cultural conflict between Korea and
China can be read from some negative comments on Weibo. In particular, since
the media of both countries are leading and Instigating various cultural
controversies, voluntary regulation of the media's provocative reports seems to be
necessary.

The people of both countries need a mature awareness of respect for each
other's cultures based on the premise that “cultures develop through mutual
influence.” In addition, a prospective attitude and effort are needed so that
Chinese people can enjoy Korean wave content directly from Korean OTT by
establishing a ‘direct purchase of Korean wave content’ environment and a
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Chinese subtitle service system based on an understanding of fans and the fandom
economy.

Key words : ‘Squid Game’, capability of Korean wave, sustainability of Hallyu, cultural
discount, cultural premium
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