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Abstract

The Death of Loyal Man, the Birth of Valorous Women

Kim, Kwang |l

Nie Zheng(#B0) is the fourth assassin in ‘Memoir of the Assassin-Retainers’("
#%4,), The Grand Scribe’s Record("#:5t's), who assassinated Xia Lei(fc3), the
Prime Minister of Han(##), by the instigation of Yan Zhongzi(#ff ). At that time,
Han was aggressively expanding its national strength, so the murder of the prime
minister of such an emerging power in broad daylight was a major political
situation that caused great interest and repercussions internationally.

The most complete record of the Warring States period literature on this
murder case is ‘Han Kui(§#{#)) became the Prime Minister of Han'( T {iAHi,),
Annals of the Warring States("#kB3,), which was the most important material of
‘Memoir of the Assassin-Retainers’. However, the focus of ‘Memoir of the
Assassin—Retainers’ is subtly different from the original historical materials. It
captured the changes in ethical consciousness and its socio-cultural meaning in
the early Warring States period by expanding the story of the sister of the
criminal of this case who was China's first valorous women(%1%), while ‘Han Kui
(%) became the Prime Minister of Han’ focuses on describing the course and
political repercussions of this case.

This study compares and analyzes the contents and structures of the Warring
States period literature such as Annals of the Warring States and The Grand
Scribe’s Record in detail. In the process, it tracks how loyalty(%) and fame(%4)
became the zeitgeist of the times.

Key words : Nie Zheng(ZH), Nie Rong(Z%), Xia Lei(ft&), Yan Zhongzi(B@3), loyal
man(&x), valorous women(Z4%), loyalty(%), fame(®)
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