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Abstract

A Study of Changes in the Evaluation Meaning of Modem Chinese Vocabulary:
Focusing on Vocabulary since 2000

Lee, Sun Hee - Heo, Chul

This study investigated the changes in modern Chinese vocabulary, such as ‘+
Z(tuhao)’, “/IM(renxing)’, ““F(niw)’, ‘(B AME(Zhongguo)dama)', ‘ZA%&(gongzhi),
‘HI% (zhuanjia)’, ‘TZ(gandie)’, “/IMik(xiaomi)' and ‘I(men)’ from their original
value to a positive or negative value since 2000 due to social and cultural
influences.

The biggest reason for the change in value meaning is the development and
widespread use of information and communication technology. Since 2000, news
information and buzzwords in broadcasting media have spread rapidly through the
medium of the Internet, enabling individuals to share their comments and personal
opinions freely with unspecified number of people on social media in the virtual
space. Accordingly, the online space has become the main window for social
communication and formation of public opinion.

This vocabulary research has significance in examining changes in the value
system and worldview of the society at the time as well as predicting the changes
of the society and the times by reviewing the accuracy and expansion of
communication and interaction between the two countries, Korea and China, and
transformation patterns. Revealing that relatively more words have transformed to
negative values than positive values, this study provides useful data for examining
China after 2000 where transformation of positive values is focused on specific
areas. In other words, the value and semantic change of vocabulary is a function
of cultural elements, and the accurate understanding and use of the changed
vocabulary has importance not only in language use but also in Chinese language
education.
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Key words : modern chinese, evaluation meaning, positive evaluation meaning, negative
evaluation meaning, buzzword, cultureme
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