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Abstract

Wu Ming-Yi's 7he Stolen Bicycle and the Reconstruction of Taiwanese History
Cho, Young Hyun

This paper takes 7he Stolen Bicycle by Taiwanese author Wu Ming-Yi as the
object of study. The novel, which has "New Historicism" at the forefront, depicts
the process of a narrator searching for a bicycle that disappeared with her
father's disappearance one day, while at the same time reshaping the history of
Taiwan in the 20th century. The novel first introduces the anecdotes of families
involved with bicycles, and further describes Pacific War history, Taiwan's bicycle
development history, zoo history, and butterfly craft history, and more. In
particular, in describing the history of the war, the author recalls the forgotten
"Takasago volunteer army" of indigenous Taiwanese into Taiwanese history. This
paper examines instances of ‘"thick description” under the umbrella of
"New-Historicism" in which two themes - family history, which forms the basic
history of the novel, and personal war memories, which are embodied in the
author's extraordinary skill as a writer.

Key words : Wu Ming-yi, 7he Stolen Bicycle, New Historicism, thick description,
Sinophone, Magic Realism, Taiwaneseness, Microhistory
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