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13) Boltz, 7he Origin and Early Development of the Chinese Writing System, 59; Boltz
“Literacy and the Emergence of Writing,” 74-5.
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14) Boltz, “Literacy and the Emergence of Writing,” 75.

15) Adam Smith, “Writing at Anyang: The Role of the Divination Record in the
Emergence of Chinese Literacy” (PhD diss., University of California, Los Angeles,
2008), 118-9.
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16) Robert W. Bagley, “Anyang Writing and the Origin of the Chinese Writing System,”
in 7he First Writing: Script Invention as History and Process, ed. Stephen Houston
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 230-3.
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23) Bagley, “Anyang Writing and the Origin of the Chinese Writing System,” 190, 226.
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24) Bagley, “Anyang Writing and the Origin of the Chinese Writing System,” 234-6.
25) Bagley, “Anyang Writing and the Origin of the Chinese Writing System,” 233.
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Abstract

Ideas on the Origins of Chinese writing and Literacy
Bin, Dongchoel

This study critically examines various approaches to the emergence of Chinese
writing, from traditional accounts to modern theories. The traditional approach
traces the origin of Chinese characters back to signs on pottery and artifacts that
predate the oracle bone inscriptions excavated in Anyang, based on morphological
similarities. However, this approach fails to clarify the functions of those signs and
their transition into characters. Modern theories include, on the one hand, the idea
that the emergence of Chinese writing was a short-term invention, and on the
other, the view that it resulted from gradual cultural evolution. Both hypotheses
contain elements that go beyond what our current archaeological evidence can
explain. As an alternative, I propose an evolutionary explanation for the formation
and development of characters, relying solely on the oracle bone inscriptions from
Anyang, without resorting to earlier archaeological materials.

Key words : Chinese writing, literacy, origin, emergence, theory, pottery signs, oracle bone
inscriptions, cultural evolution, traditional approach
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