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Abstract

A Study on the reclusive ideology in Sanqu of Ethnic minorities in Yuan Dynasty

Kim, Young Mi

During the Yuan dynasty, due to the abolition and later restoration of the civil
service examination system as well as unstable state governance, most Han
Chinese literati lost their political standing. Except for a few, they were unable to
enter officialdom or remained in minor posts. As a result, many chose reclusion in
pursuit of political ideals, conforming to nature and waiting for the right time, or
expressed their frustration over being talented but unrecognized.

In contrast, minority groups such as the Mongolian and the Semu people, though
often holding higher official positions than the Han Chinese, also sought to
express and practice a reclusive life. Ethnic Minorities Sanqu writers like
BuHumu(A"Z.AK), GuanYunshi(BZ24), and XueAngfu(FE5ik) voluntarily embraced
Confucianism and absorbed the advanced culture of the Central Plains, while also
promoting the excellence of their own ethnic traditions. Their reclusive ideology
can be seen as both an escape and resistance rooted in fatigue and disillusionment
with political life and officialdom, as well as a practice inspired by a longing for
reclusion.

Key words : Yuan Dynasty, Sanqu, ethnic minorities, reclusive ideology, resistance, longing
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