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Abstract

Cantonese Pop, Korean Popular Culture, and Fandom
—The Reception of Hong Kong Female Stars in Korea during the 1980s and 1990s

Kim, Jung Eun

This study examines how female stars in Hong Kong films of the 1980s and
1990s were received in Korea, and investigates the ways in which these stars
influenced Korean popular culture and fandom culture as a pre-history of the
Korean Wave (Hallyu). Focusing particularly on three major actresses active in
Hong Kong cinema during this period—Joey Wong, Brigitte Lin, and Chingmy Yau
—the study analyzes the images and symbols they constructed and explores the
impact they had on Korean popular culture and fandom practices.

The female characters portrayed by Wong, Lin, and Yau in Hong Kong films of
the 1980s and 1990s broke away from earlier traditional and passive
representations of women. Instead, they embodied autonomous and active
characters that helped shape new social perceptions of female roles. This shift
carries soclocultural significance, as it contributed to later transformations of
female characters in Korean popular cultural content and to the diversification of
fandom culture.

Key words : Cantonese pop, Hong Kong films, female stars, fandom culture, Korean Wave
(Hallyu)
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