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Abstract

A Contrastive Study on the lllocutionary Force Adjustment Functions of the
Korean Sentence-Final Ending -ji and the Chinese Sentence-Final Particle ba

Gao Ying - Su Xia

This study moves beyond previous discussions that have treated the Korean
sentence-final ending -ji and the Chinese sentence-final particle ba merely as
modal markers or mitigation devices, and examines how the two expressions may
perform pragmatic functions related to illocutionary force adjustment in discourse.
Previous studies have tended either to describe —ji and ba separately within each
language or to discuss them mainly in terms of functional correspondence. In
particular, ba has often been understood primarily as a marker of mitigation.
Against this background, the present study draws on discussions in speech act
theory as its theoretical background and, from the perspective of illocutionary
force adjustment, investigates how -ji and ba regulate the directness,
assertiveness, and demand of utterances in major interactional contexts,
especially in confirmation requests and suggestions or exhortations. Based on
data from the BCC spoken corpus together with examples from previous
studies, the study further explores what kinds of adjustment patterns the two
expressions exhibit in major interactional contexts and how their modes of
realization differ.

Based on BCC spoken corpus data and examples from previous studies, this
study qualitatively analyzes the illocutionary force adjustment patterns of —ji and
ba in major interactional contexts, focusing on mitigation while also including some
strengthening-related adjustment patterns. The results show that both expressions
share the tendency to weaken the assertiveness and directive force of utterances
in speech acts such as conjecture, confirmation, suggestion, and exhortation, but
they differ in the way this adjustment is realized and in its interactional effects.
More specifically, —ji tends to move the utterance toward the domain of epistemic
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agreement on the basis of shared knowledge or normative expectations between
speaker and hearer, and this mitigating effect is realized through shared
presuppositions. In contrast, ba tends to make the responsibility and
decision-making authority of the utterance more fluid through the speaker’s
suspension of certainty and relational negotiation, and this mitigating effect is
realized through the negotiation of responsibility and decision—-making authority. In
the case of -ji, patterns are also observed in which the naturalness of the
utterance and the hearer’s likelihood of agreement are strengthened through the
reaffirmation and highlighting of shared understanding. By contrast, in some uses
of ba, especially in constructions such as hao ba and shi ba, patterns related to
stance expression or discourse closure become salient; these are better
understood not as prototypical illocutionary force strengthening but as peripheral
adjustment patterns related to illocutionary force adjustment. These contrasting
patterns are observed relatively consistently across major sentence types and
interactional contexts.

On the basis of these analytical and contrastive findings, this study confirms that
-jl and ba are not merely hedging devices, but can exert adjustment effects on the
directness, assertiveness, and demand of utterances in major interactional
contexts. In this respect, the study is theoretically significant in that it
supplements existing mitigation—centered discussions and suggests the possibility
of reinterpreting the functional patterns of —-ji and ba from the perspective of
illocutionary force adjustment. More specifically, Korean —ji tends to regulate the
directness of utterances on the basis of shared understanding or normative
expectations between speaker and hearer, whereas Chinese ba tends to be more
closely related to the speaker’'s suspension of certainty, the distribution of
responsibility, and the adjustment of the possibility of negotiation with the
interlocutor. These findings suggest that in the pragmatic teaching of Korean and
Chinese, the two expressions should be presented not merely as semantically
corresponding forms, but as expressions that regulate the nature of utterances and
response relations within interactional contexts.

Key words : Speech Act Theory, lllocutionary Force Adjustment, Korean Sentence—Final
Ending i, Chinese Sentence—Final Particle ba, Pragmatic Mitigation and
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Reinforcement—Related Patterns, Korean-Chinese Contrastive Analysis
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