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Abstract

A Study of the Chinese Web Novel ‘Ghost Blows Out the Light(52mki&)
— Focusing on the Genre Characteristics of the Main Narrative Elements in ‘Ghost Blows
QOut the Light: The Lost City of Ancient Western China( W& fiE S

Yu, Kyung Chul

The Chinese Web novel ‘Ghost Blows Out the Light(#Wch5)' can be described as
an adventure story about ‘Mojin Xiaowei(##4K) Hu Bayi(#/\—) and his
companions’s tomb-robbing exploits. Its entire narrative is composed of stories
concerning ‘the activities of tomb robbers and their field, ‘adventures in parallel
realms’, and ‘The verification of rumors and legends, and the uncovering of the
truth behind unknown facts’. Based on various historical records and theories
related to tomb-robbing and Feng Shui(J7K) geography, author ‘Tianxia-Bachang
(K F#iME)’ imagined ‘the activities of tomb robbers and their field’ by integrating
their ‘daotou(ff=})’ practices and Feng Shui techniques. This is the most essential
element that enabled the birth of a new sub-genre of novels known as
‘tomb-robbing fiction'. ‘Adventures in parallel realms’” constitute the core narrative
of ‘Ghost Blows Out the Light’, given that the work is essentially a kind of
adventure story. These adventures consist of entering parallel realms,
encountering bizarre lifeforms, and experiencing surreal and uncanny situations. In
particular, meetings with or contact involving ghosts and spirits reveal a
distinctive characteristic of ‘Ghost Blows Out the Light’, setting it apart from other
adventure stories. “The verification of rumors and legends, and the uncovering of
the truth behind unknown facts’ is a crucial activity carried out by Hu Bayi and his
companions during their tomb-raiding adventures, indicating that the narrative of
‘Ghost Blows Out the Light’ falls within the realm of detective or mystery fiction.
However, the process of collecting and deciphering clues and evidence in ‘Ghost
Blows Out the Light’ is often underdeveloped, and the revealed truths tend to be
crude and contrived, exposing certain narrative limitations.
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