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Abstract

A Study of Cao Jianbing s Yongwu Ci
— The Expansion of Poetic Objects and the Process of Meaning-Making

Yun, Hye Ji

This study examines the expansion of poetic subjects and the construction of m
eaning in the Yongwu Ci (k%) of Cao Jianbing (&#7K). While traditional Yongw
u (i mainly focused on natural subjects such as flowers, plants, and birds, Cao Jia
nbing broadened its scope by incorporating small creatures, intangible subjects suc
h as shadows, and even the human body into her poetry. Rather than simply descri
bing their outward appearance, she transforms these subjects into vehicles for exp
ressing sensory experience and emotion. For example, fireflies and crickets evoke
emotion through visual and auditory imagery, while shadows blur the boundary bet
ween reality and illusion, highlighting the fluid nature of perception. In the &myuan
chun (ILEFR) series, individual parts of the human body—including the hair, mout
h, waist, and eyes—are treated as independent aesthetic subjects, extending the s
cope of Yongwu Ci'to the realms of the body and sensory experience. This study
argues that Cao Jianbing not only expanded the range of poetic subjects but also
developed new ways of expressing the self and understanding the world through t
he poetic transformation of everyday objects.

Key words : Cao Jianbing(Es&Vk), Yongwu C{5), expansion of poetic objects, meanin
g—making, Qing—dynasty women’ s literature
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