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Abstract

Environmental Impact Assessment(EIA) in Korea has been used to improve environmental
conservation and decision-making. Since environmental impact statement(EIS) was introduced
in 1981 with the promulgation of the Environmental Preservation Act in 1977, which replaced
the Pollution Control Act legislated in 1963. With a rapid growth of environmental perception
as well as the diversification of development activities, however, it has recently bring about a
strong demand for a new assessment process related to the strategic level of policies, plan,
programs.

Method of this study includes analyses of the situation of local EIA and its problematic issues
through survey and analysis of information and data, analysis of the level of environmental
awareness of professionals and case studies including analysis of foreign strategic
environmental assessment. Accordingly, I have elicited a concept of SEA. In addition, I have
studied on costs of environmental assessment, and efficiency of internalization of HIA. The
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survey was carried between September and November 2003, and 177 professionals were asks to
complete a questionnaire.

As a result of questionnaire survey of environmental pundits, it revealed that 83.8% of
participants were in favor of introduction of strategic assessment. This result demonstrated
more or less higher approval rate than those of awareness survey done by the Ministry of
Environment, i.e. 86.0% ayes, and 14.0% nays. 22.8% of participants agreed to the opinion; “For
introduction of this system, earlier is better,” 50% reported having an opinion such as, “Will
introduce this system in an earliest possible time after correcting problems,” 26.3% reported
having an opinion such as, “Let’s decide the time for introduction of this system after correcting
problems first, and 0.9% reported having an opinion, “it’s too early to introduce this system.”
Specifically, the ratio of ayes on introduction of the system marked 72.8%, and it revealed that a
majority of respondents have an opinion such as, “Will introduce this system in an earliest
possible time after correcting problems.” As means of solutions for the problem regarding the
limits of applications that existed in SEA System, factors, such as collecting a wide variety of
opinions, securing experts, and faithful implementation, etc. were reported important, and in
addition to these factors, respondents revealed having opinions such as, consistent research and
development, reflection of public interest, establishment of professional organization,
enforcement of after-management service, expanding investments in large, systemizing
reference materials, and encouraging public participation , etc.

To improve problems involving with present EIA system, it has been identified through this
study that SEA is efficient and useful. In order to have SEA introduced successfully, it has been
cleared that internalization of effectiveness of environmental cost together with HIA must be
accomplished.

Key words : EIA, SEA, HIA
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