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A study of Habitat Use Pattern of River Otters (Lutra lutra)

Abstract
The Eurasian otter(Lutra lutra) is listed as No. 330 in natural monument. To manage and

conserve habitat for otters, it is critical to understand which habitat components are important for
otters. The objectives of this study were to analyze otter habitat characteristics in accordance with
land-cover map. We investigated otter spraints and sprainting site in Geoje Island from January to
December, 2004. with GPS coordinates. The analysis of otter habitat use pattern was used by

Arcview ver. 3.2 with 1: 25,000 Topology Map and field data. Otter habitat use was strongly
related to sites in riparian vegetation riparian(dam or river) structures. In this study, Gucheon was

a site with high coverage of riparian vegetation and unconfined channels, thus recording higher

number of spraint densities than those of Yeonchocheon. Yeonchocheon was under construction
at lower stream areas so that otter habitat use was limited. This study suggests that securing

suitable forests and riparian vegetation zone is essential for conservation of otters.
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Fig. 1. Study area of Gucheon and Yeonchocheon in Goeje
island. The values(km) represent the length of upper
and lower stream of each dam.
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Fig. 2. Map of Gucheon and Yeonchocheon showing upper region(reservoir) and lower
region(stream). Sampling locations are presented as in black dot.
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Table 1. Annual average of land-cover type using spraints at Gucheon and Yeonchocheon. Land-cover map area of otter was
estimated with a 100-m in radius. Land-cover map data were used to analyze otter habitat pattern.

Gucheon Yeonchocheon
TR area(m2) percentage(%) area(m2) percentage(%)

residential area 8,975 1.56 18,175 295
commercial area 1,650 0.29 8,300 1.35
traffic area 20,975 3.64 24,300 3.94
public facilities 1,950 0.34 18,975 3.08
rice paddy 157,900 27.40 169,350 27.48
field 6,250 1.08 10,575 1.72
cultivation land 1,700 0.29 850 0.14
broadleaved forest 133,825 23.22 - -
coniferous forest 15,225 2.64 84,225 13.67
mixed forest 110,100 19.11 95,725 15.54
natural grassland 12,350 214 10,175 1.65
artificial grassland - - 125 0.02
wetland 825 0.14 35,675 5.79
denuded area 41,000 7.11 5,625 0.91
fresh water 63,550 11.03 134,100 21.76

Total 576,275 100.00 616,175 100.00
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Table 2. Land-cover type(m2) of otter at Gucheon by month. Parenthesis represent % of land cover type that spraints were located.

land-cover type Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Sep Oct Nov Dec
residential area 5175 2450 5625 6500 } 2550 | 242500 | 1400 1100 1950 1225
(195 | 133 | 599 | (1.82) (116 | 124 | 1649 | 05D | 0.78) | (0.78)
commercial area 1075 - 625 1650 - - - - - - -
(0.40) 0.67) | (0.46)
traffic arca 15250 9200 3800 12650 . 8075 [1067500| 5725 9725 12325 8350
.74 | 5.0D | (405 | (3.53) B.00) | 547 | 6.70) | (45D | 492 | 5.29)
public faciites | 1 ] ] 200 ] 225 | 35000 125 | 675 | 675
(0.06) (0.06) 0.10 | (0.18) 0.52) | (0.27) | (0.43)
rice paddy 94875 | 58725 | 40675 | 99600 ) 53475 [5457500| 37700 | 76400 | 68050 | 55000
(35.70) | (31.99) | (43.34) | (27.82) (24.24) | (27.98) | (44.09) | (35.45) | (27.18) | (34.84)
field 675 275 775 4250 ) 1000 47500 150 1000 2675 325
0.25) | (0.15) | (0.83) | (1.19 045 | (029 | 018 | (046) | Q.07 | (02D
cultivation land 600 - 5 450 - 325 - - - 1400 -
(0.23) 0.08) | (0.13) 0.15) (0.56)
broadleaved 36350 | 13600 | 16700 | 67275 [1000000| 30500 |4570000 44100 | 48300 | 36100
forest (13.68) | (7.4D) | (17.79) | (18.79) | (18.50) | (13.82) | (23.43) (20.46) | (19.29) | (22.87)
coniferous forest | 10020 | 8575 - 9500 _ _ 15175001 ) 15225 | 9150
(5.65 | (4.67) (2.65) (7.78) (6.08) | (5.80)
mixed forest 53100 | 54375 | 14425 | 79725 | 622500 | 60825 |3292500| 23775 | 44850 | 52025 | 22050
(19.98) | (29.62) | (15.37) | (22.27) | (11.55) | (27.57) | (16.88) | (27.81D) | (20.81) | (20.78) | (13.97)
natural 100 11325 | 8675
grassland ] ] |00y | ) ) T 62 | GAD |
wetland 600 ) 700 25 ) ) ) ) 675 B .
0.23) 0.75) | (0.0D 03D
denuded area 24600 | 22550 1825 37250 | 767500 | 25375 |2197500| 10725 8125 21700 | 13975
9.26) | (12.28) | (1.99) | (1040) | (14.25) | (11.50) | (11.27) | (1259 | B.77) | (867 | (885
freshwater 18300 | 13850 8625 38875 [2997500| 38300 |1077500| 6025 17100 | 17350 | 11025
689 | (7549 | (9.19) | (10.86) | (55.69) | (17.30) | (5.52) | (7.05) | (7.93) | (6.93) | (6.98)
Total 265775 | 183600 | 93850 | 358050 |5387500| 220650 {19505000 85500 | 215525 | 250350 | 157875
(100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00) | (100.00)
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Table 3. Land-cover type(m2)of otter at Yeonchocheon by month. Parenthesis represent % of land cover type that spraints were located.

land-cover type Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Nov Dec
residential area 7825 2700 ) ) 5350 2100 2975 7825
(8.34) (1.46) (3.43) (1.29) (1.79) (6.25)
commercial area 4025 - - - 8125 2650
(4.29) (.21 (1.63)
traffic area 5375 6200 5625 1675 11500 10625 2550 6000
(5.73) (3.36) (4.4D) (5.37) (7.38) 659 (1.53) (4.79)
ublic facilities 6625 4200 11750 6525 4275 4175 7300 10825
P (7.06) (228 9.22) (20.91) .74 257 (4.39) (8.65)
tice paddy 22125 49375 12700 10450 73625 67300 17075 33050
(23.57) (26.77) (9.96) (33.49) (47.23) (41.45) (10.27) (26.40)
field 5000 1800 4125 . . 25 1950 5000
(5.33) (0.98) (3.24) 0.02) (1.17) (3.99)
cultivation land - - - - 85_(2 -
0.55)
coniferous forest 4575 36050 43825 8275 15175 15000 17625 20375
(4.87) (19.59) (34.38) (26.52) 9.73) 9.24) (10.60) (16.28)
mixed forest 21975 33700 4925 9650 20500 41425 18800
(23.42) (18.27) (3.80) 6.19) (12.63) (24.91) (15.02)
natural grassland - - 6125 - - 6750 - -
(4.80) (4.16)
o 125 125
artificial grassland - ©.07) - - - ©10)
wetland 3575 20575 11950 ) 8400 3550 3300 6650
(3.81) (11.15) 9.37) (5.39) 219 (1.98) (53D
5625
denuded area - - - - 36D -
. 12750 29750 26450 4275 13325 29700 72075 16525
fresh water ) e c
(13.59) (16.13) (20.75) (13.70) (8.55) (18.29) (43.35) (13.20)
Total 93850 184475 127475 31200 155900 162375 166275 125175
(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00)
% ) ehden] slRE 350,900m? % E5H V. 2 &

78,475m2(22.36%)2 73 A] 131,725m2(37.54%)7}
S AFA] 8 K Table 4).

Az ARE F WEo] 181,600m2oR2 F2 &
A9 46,150m2(25.41%)3 E-A1S 104,400m?2
(57.49%)2 F+44=o] 9lon shie AAHF
434,575m2 % 573217} 165,500m2(38.10%) = 71
=7 YePtHTable 3).

T e ZHe] WAYE 4= e FAAY
AR 9 FFAA 52 7t skl e] shrol ARt o

Epet,

2 o] FolA] Q7] 7S WA] k= A|HS Ass)
= 702 YEPgthPerrin and Carugati, 2000). 4=
9o Bx= A9 AR ET) 3 25o] et
o] =827} ZehE]A] o= 23t I EciChehebar
et al., 1986; Medina 1996, 1998). ~18]aL ujAd&9]
22 Ed NlE= P AAR| o8 (revisitation

rate)7} 52 A& 2Ju]gtHGonzalo et al., 2003).
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Table 4. Land-cover type(m?2) at upper and lower stream of Gucheon and Yeonchocheon.
Parenthesis represent % of land cover type that spraints were located

Gucheon Yeonchocheon
land-cover type
upper stream lower stream upper stream lower stream
residential area - 875 - 18175
(2:56) (4.18)
commercial area - 1650 - 8300
0.47) (1.91)
wraffic area 6275 14700 2950 21350
2.78) (4.19) (1.62) (49D
public facilities - (1)9552) - 5937;
rice padd 26175 131725 3800 165550
pacey 1.6 (37.59) 209 (38.09)
. 2175 4075 2375 8200
field
©0.97) (1.16) (13D 1.89)
. ] 1700 ] 850
cultivation land ©048) ©20)
82850 50975
broadleaved forest (36.76) (14.53) - -
coniferous forest 15225 - o275 74950
6.76) .11 17.25)
mixed forest 31625 78475 46150 49575
‘ (14.03) (22.36) (25.41) (11.41)
natural grassland - 2523:2()) 32168 -
artificial grassland - - - 125
0.03)
wetland i 825 2475 33200
0.249 (1.36) 7.69
denuded area 21175 19825 - 5625
(9.40) (5.65 (1.29)
fresh water 39875 23675 104400 29700
) (17.69) 6.75) (57.49) (6.83)
Total 225375 350900 181600 434575
(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00)

B Qo EXTEES 2 A0 RS A AN Sol EAsh} SRS Wged, S
AR 576275m2 F WAL Eaol 242 Fo| RS AAste] So] AAshy) E
33,825m2 (23.22%), 110,100m2(19.11%)0]w A=A AL 7= A0 Z oJAZL Az ARe Wy @
o A94do] 84.295m2013. 6701w ERTUL  FEA H9 A, AR T Hulklel @ gy
95,725m2(15.54%) 2] w325 Hth, 4 AR 2l AR &) vidE 7 AA veEth sk
ZF9) TPol MR & Gl FAAG, AN D 3 4 Y D FFA So| BEslel 42
TR L e gigtom] B BaY  AASHe] k9] A - KAl 7Ho] o] RS
o] H27F &7 vehstth shke FHAIYo] 74 AO& o AZITE 3 2AF 77E FF A2 drfell
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