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Abstract

Preliminary ecological environmental assessments including physico-chemical constituents,
water quality, fish fauna analysis, physical habitat health, and ecological health assessment
were conducted as a primary step for Jeungchon micro-habitat ecosystem restoration in 2012.
Water chemistry analysis of conductivity, dissolved oxygen, chlorophyll-a and etc. indicated
that there were no significant differences(p < 0.05) among 6 sites between the headwaters and
downstream. Multi-metric model analysis of Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index(QHEI)
showed that brooklets were at “good condition” as a mean QHEI of 158.7(n = 6) and the
longitudinal differences of the model values between the sites were minor(QHEI range: 153 -
165). Total fish species and the number of individuals were 12 and 481, respectively, and
dominant species were Zacco platypus(49.5%) and Zacco koreanus(36.8%). Tolerance guild
analysis showed that the proportion of sensitive species(Ss) had a negative linear function[Sq =
86.35 - 0.31(Dyy); R* = 0.892, p < 0.01] with a distance from the headwaters, while the proportion
of tolerant species(Ts) had a positive linear function(R* = 0.950, F = 90.28, p < 0.001) with the
distance. Trophic feeding guild analysis showed that the proportion of insectivore species(L,)
had a negative linear function(R® = 0.934, p < 0.01) with a distance from the headwaters, while
the proportion of omnivore species(O,,) had a positive linear function(R* = 0.958, p < 0.001)
with the distance. Index of Biological Integrity(IBI) model, based on fish assemblages, showed a
“fair condition” as a mean IBI of 23(n = 6), and there was a distinct differences of ecological
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health between the headwaters(S1 = 30; “good condition”) and the downstreams(S6 = 14; “poor
condition”). Overall, the preliminary environmental impact assessments suggest that water

quality, physical habitat conditions(QHEI model), and ecological health(IBI model) were

maintained well, even if the state was not an excellent conditions.

Keywords : Brooklet, environmental impact assessment, Fish, Chemical quality, Physical

habitat, Ecological health
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Fig. 1. Map showing sampling sites in Jeungchon brooklet
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Table 1. Fish fauna and its guild system of the brooklet in Jeungchon

Species T, T, S i Total RA
S1 52 S3 S4 S5 S6

Zacco platypus T Opn 112 25 29 25 35 12 238 | 49.5%
Zacco koreantss Sq I, 158 19 177 | 36.8%
Squalidus gracilis majimaée* Sg I, 4 2 2 2 4 14 291%
Misgurnus mizolepis T On 4 1 1 3 9 1.87%
Rhynchocypris oxycephalus S I, 7 2 9 1.87%
Hemibarbus longirostris Ig I, 4 2 1 7 1.46%
Odontobutis interrupta Ig C, 3 1 1 1 6 1.25%
Pseudogobio esocinus Ig I, 2 1 2 5 1.04%
Misgurnus anguillicaudatus T Op 2 2 4 0.83%
Acheilognathus lanceolatus Ig Oy 1 2 3 0.62%
Silurus asotus T C, 2 2 0.42%
Pungtungia herzi Ig I, 1 1 0.21%

Total number of species 12 10 7 4 2 2 12

Total number of individuals 300 57 41 29 39 15 481

T, Tolerance guilds, T,: Trophic guilds, Sq: Sensitive species, Ig: Intermediate species, Tg: Tolerant species, O,,;: Omnivores,
I, Insectivores, C,: Carnivores, *: Endemic species, RA: Relative abundance.
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Fig. 2. Inter-site differences in fish compositions and habitat characteristics in Jeungchon brooklet
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Fig. 4. Tolerance(a) and trophic(b) guilds analyses along with the distance in Jeungchon brooklet.
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Table 2. Metric attributes and model values of Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index(QHEI) in the sampling sites

Sampling sites

QHEI Groups & Metrics
st [ s2 | s3 | s4 | s5 | S6 | Mean
Substrate structure & vegetation cover
M;: Substrate/Instream cover 13 13 10 10 10 10 11
M,: Embeddedness 11 15 15 13 13 13 133
Ms;: Flow velocity/depth combination 11 6 5 5 5 6.7
M: Bottom scouring & sediment deposition 18 13 11 10 10 10 12
Ms: Channel flow status 15 10 8 8 8 5 9
Channel characteristics
Mg: Channel alteration 11 20 20 20 20 20 185
M: Frequency of riffles or bends 10 11 11 11 11 11 10.8
Mg: Bank stability 18 20 20 20 20 20 19.7
Bank characteristics and structure
Mo: Bank vegetative protection 18 20 20 20 20 20 19.7
M, Riparian vegetative zone width 13 20 20 20 20 20 18.8
M;;: Artificial barrier impact 15 15 20 20 20 20 19.2
Total Model Score 153 165 161 157 157 154 158.7
Criteria G G G G G G G

Criteria: ‘Ex- excellent, scores (182-220); ‘G- good, scores (124-168); ‘F- fair, scores (66-110); ‘P’- poor, scores (8-52).
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Fig. 5. Community analyses, based on the species richness index(d), evenness index(J), species diversity index(H’), and

dominance index(4) in the Jeungchon brooklet
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Table 3. Model values and criteria of the Index of Biological Integrity(IBI) in Jeungchon brooklet in Gap stream watershed. The

values of parenthesis indicate metric values from the ranges of 1, 3, and 5, respectively

T — Model Metrics IBI
TNS RBg S % Tg % Oy, %I, TNI % Aq (Criteria)
S1 12(5) 01 35) 40.0(D | 39.7(3) | 587(5) | 300(5) 05) 301D
S2 1005) o 35) 49.1(D) | 52.6(D) | 45.6(5) 57(5) 03 28(ID
S3 7G5) o 2(5) 73.2(D) | 73.2(1) | 24.403) 41(5) 05) 260D
S4 405 o 2(5) 86.2(L | 86.2(1) | 10.3(D) 29(5) 3.5(1) 20(11D
S5 2(3) 0(1) 13 89.7(1) | 89.7(D) | 10.3(D) 39(5) 03 201D
S6 2(3) o 01 100(1) 100(1D) o 15(D) 005) 14(IV)

TNS: Total number of native species, RBS: Total number of riffle benthic species, Sg: Total number of sensitive species, % Tg: %

individuals as tolerant species, % O, % individuals as omnivores, % I,: % individuals as native insectivores, TNI: Total
number of individual, % Ay % individuals with anomalies, I: Excellent, II: Good, III: Fair, IV: Poor
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