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Abstract

This study, focusing on the area expansion of limestone mines, identifies the problems of
Environmental Impact Assessment(EIA) and what impact the current problems exert on another
mines developing process. The legal relations analysis reveals that the Management of Mountainous
Districts Act and other related laws effect on EIA process, especially the case of area expansion of
limestone mines excluded from EIA. However, these problems can create mismatch with the policy
goal of EIA system and have a negative impact on the environment in the future. A series of in-
depth interviews with managers in related agencies found that those agencies have been unaware
of the seriousness of the problem. Without any strategy, negative result made by development
activities would get more serious and sustainable development may not be possible at all. In order
to solve these problems, government should modify the current interdependent legal provision
and create the incentive structure to participate actively related agency in the EIA system.
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Figure 1. Interpretation of the EIA Act by Ministry of

Government Legislation.
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Table 1. Variation of Limestone Mine
1990 | 2000 | 2005 | 2010 | 2011
Registered 1,879 | 1,464 | 1,389 | 1,180 | 1,195
Working 146 | 141 132 | 123 113
Total output(Kiloton) 8,051 | 8,143 | 8,362 | 8,694

Source: Korea Institute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources
(2011)

Table 2. Extension Record of Limestone Mine.

Mine Development Permittezd Expandezd . EIA.
year Area (m) | Area(m’) | Discussion
A 1995 121,843 139,560 2002
B 19614 2,075,545 | 615,932 2003
C 19754 243870 | 299,842 20044
D 1976 535,365 529,634 20061
E 1997 56,358 111,642 20074
F 198611 504,717 988,654 20084
G 1968 364,387 979,782 2008
H 19774 156,524 378,038 20094¢
I 1996 196,161 515,629 20104

Source: C. Kim(2013) to reconstruct
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