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Abstract: The process of assessing environmental values and impacts is subjective and depends on
predictions, limiting the securing of scientific rationality. Therefore, it is necessary to make a
supplement by securing procedural rationality. This study has been tried to secure procedural
rationality of EIA based on information disclosure system.

The Aarhus Convention is an international treaty that defines the right of the public to access to
environmental information and to participate in decision-making. This study evaluates Korean EIA
information disclosure system by deriving 10 indicators based on the provisions on information
disclosure presented in the Aarhus Convention.
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As a result, the five indicators were satisfied in terms of direction of information disclosure and

provision. And the four indicators for the basis of utilization and process are required to be

supplemented by detailed regulations. Finally, we derive the need for research on the asymmetry of

expertise and acceptability of EIA system through public understanding indicators.
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Table 2. Continued
Section Details Selection
(a) Providing sufficient information to the public about the type and scope of environmental N
2. information
Transparency (b) Accessible lists, registers or files / Seeking access to information / Points of contact \
(c) Free of charge \
(a) Reports as referred to in paragraph 4 below
3. (b) Texts of legislation on or relating to the environment
Provided via Network | (c) policies, plans and programmes on or relating to the environment
(d) Other information
. 4 Publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment
National report
5 (a) Legislation and policy documents such as documents on strategies, policies, programmes
» and action plans relating to the environment
Information to . . . . .
o (b) International treaties, conventions and agreements on environmental issues
be Distributed S . . . .
(c) Other significant international documents on environmental issues
. 6 Encourage operators to periodically inform the environmental impact of their activities
Activity on and products to public v
Environmental Impact P P
() Publish the facts and analyses of facts which it considers relevant and important in N
7. framing major environmental policy proposals
Basis for Policy (b) Publish, or otherwise make accessible, available explanatory material \
(c) Provide in an appropriate form information \/
8. . . . . .
Product Information Develop mechanisms to ensure that sufficient product information to the public
9. Structured, computerized and publicly accessible database compiled through standardized N
Standardization reporting
10. Nothing in this article may prejudice the right of Parties to refuse to disclose certain

Right of Parties

environmental information in accordance with article 4, paragraphs 3 and 4
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Table 3. Summary of analysis
Indicator Applies Results
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IV : Article 7 and 8
111 : Article 23
® | 1v: Article 84 and 8.5 °
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6 1: ENFORCEMENT Atticle 55.2 )
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7(b) 11': Article 8, 19 and 29 X
7(c) IV : Atticle 11 A
9 11 : Article 33 A
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