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Study Note

Major Issues in Administrative Litigation Related
to the Environmental Impact Assessment
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Abstract: Social conflicts surrounding projects subject to environmental impact assessment (EIA)
have continued, and disputes have arisen concerning the procedures and contents of the EIA process.
In response, an analysis of administrative litigation and administrative trial cases related to EIA was
conducted to explore measures for reducing unproductive social conflicts in advance. As a result,
seven key issues were identified: (D Disposition of EIA consultations, @) Determining whether a project
is subject to EIA, (® Plaintiff eligibility, @ Non-compliance with consultation procedure, & Inadequate
evaluation, ® Abuse or deviation of discretionary power by the approving authority, and @ Effectiveness
of EIA consultation. By identifying the details of these issues and taking them into account during the
EIA process, unnecessary conflicts can be reduced.

Keywords: Social Conflicts, Administrative Litigation, Administrative Trial, 7 Major Issues

First & Corresponding Author: YoungSoo Lee, Tel: +82-44-415-7657, E-mail: leeys@kei.re.kr, ORCID: 0000-0001-6567-5779
Co-Authors: HyunlJin Choli, Tel: +82-44-415-7388, E-mail: hjchoi@kei.re.kr, ORCID: 0000-0002-5567-4139

MinGyu Ji, Tel: +82-44-415-7913, E-mail: mkji@kei.re.kr, ORCID: 0009-0000-8392-3473

EuGene Kang, Tel: +82-44-415-7746, E-mail: egkang@kei.re.kr, ORCID: 0009-0000-4251-6759

JunKyu Chot, Tel: +82-2-2295-1225, E-mail: ¢j00834@naver.com

Received: 20 November, 2025. Revised: 2 December, 2025. Accepted: 3 December, 2025.



I A2

1. 91| i o =

Seluett 2 AR
4 B G PN TRl B
Bt sl 1938 1%:@%

oM,
of,
o
o,

N
N

rl'

2,
@ g T

2 o

2 %
-

Iz o9

=,

]I.

_L/
Iﬁ

of
o

M on

> 1o

1

N

ZZ 034_‘ mOIt
»ﬂ £
70T =2
f; a
o o
iﬂ r_>i
ofl o
oX. ok
o a=h
o oy A9
o

M rE

ol
—_

o R A&7 WS R Heh=
SR T g0 FF= vIA
YA e 5o 7 A7k e B

of g Atdo] gl vAl= FFE vlE &
B7rsto] sl 22 23 T2 HotAY AlA B 4
A 5 Qe R vhleke A7 e Rtk At g
9B " o] 2ot Aoy AT
(ALBAFE) 0] -2 = o] A=A 7ol Ha et 2| HofA
NI S Al o]l YA <] B &g o A
€ YT UlF 2AHIS- 78] B EAYtE

>,
o g
e

1 r_o‘ltl
0

L 2]
=
2%

>
2
R

olrt

1r —>-L fijo
N 2, ok ol
o & s

l“)

vhelshe 2" bt

FAIFR7 L o718 §3 77} 37k
S B Al it B AN S
A ARIATE ol & Wedsto AR 21 2 A Yot
E5 PR St A47Hs T e 15 2
A 719313 9.

IelE BT A T A &
£ (A72) 3297 AR T3 AR
of Tish 24 gt 52104} 1 B4 B
7h SR T AAIRI9] 59117817} 59 Hol
0] 201 o] ol = WHAT EL Aol 475
= ARI7E 5748 s ALl .

O.

l

ol

1
of 7)oz 84 7o) A FAE 371 &
9102 2-gal 70 2 Holth B4 A

3 97 W3k 4 A& st Rol/] o] 1Eo)
HEAQ 7|4, A2 8 A 54 52 WA sh
olef3t 8 AT 2L N9 ol BHIF
W7be] A2 E 4 Suo] AT GA U,
@ ALAAY B BN FH AA A B 5
chepet 8919te) A% 287} PR3], @ theto]
gHgElo] Ui, @ Fhotol e A 74 w9
gt vl 7t of 2 S, 6 At HAY 2 S
3} olo] that e 7]%o] 25, © A AL
Hom BT 4 b F/H R L FUS WY F
Hehe 3o BAE 983 2 WA AV &
At

L4718 A A A S

280] ol 1 =2
% v180] 205 5| A9le| A5 L H
= vl et gk olejd HLHL G5 A
5845 ¥ 3718 208 A

o 19 AYATINA FAGGH} B B
o %8 BHE O RAIFEI AA 2L, @
47, 54571 O 584 43 2L
9Iko 13U} Hol 9] 1] 74 e okt @
3R GAA A AR (@25 ANZA 4G
S W), @ BT 2 FARE 1 EL 1)
U0 Uelel AR HOlolSl we g
o] shAeke 59 wao] F7b) 1 9 Aolrt.
 017189] o] 43I 5Ol eIl

1) "R FFE 7 (HE A|184323) AR (F4).
2) "SR FFE 7P L (M E A184323) A2 2R(H 9)).
3) BT 5 2007.4.26. A 11, 200351270 THA.
4)2022¥ 9 25U E 7]5.9]7] 2L et etaFd =4
7R AR3R ()1 FE7hel whet 7] sk g
B =7 EA Al ZE] o] o]of W AT F7IT AR
.
5) 0] %4> 9](2012), pp. 34-35.

6) B9 2504 ofef 74 o] B A1
737 W45 1 HEA] AFHE SAUAS S
i LT CRE L IS BEEREE

BT L |9A A o] o] # oo A T AHE 440
Ao A= AH7E SR Al



588 EFIYIt M34H M=

FR7L AR VIS4 E A
S thE s Aol A Lo
15 845t ASE Al
lﬂAlﬂﬂﬂEﬂﬂ R

U
i ri
Sy E‘é
1o rlok
o,
0_9,

g B39 FelolAe wgstol Bolvh qEL B
A oz, B o] 3% Bololad 4
ol ol 44 02 AYstel S AR A%
U240 2 QT A0l T BASFAA A4
7525t ARIE BASEE B ol 765k
A
o
e

0P> uoex
)

o
;U
)
A
-
_>Li

L A7 R

oE

o]l o] AL Table 1'90] @ A| 3} 517 o3 3F
71 29 A 44 9 A A A 4740 2 A

o Rt ofy 2t shgA W = sl
o5 W EZ w7 H A HAlE 5 e, g2l
A HE A7 AR B & 2 boto] A
5 712 19979 5E] 2023 U714 A (% 877) & AF
Z 0 7 % gt whyjety wdsto] A5k
o5& LR AF7lo] I A &2 B8t

iy
kil
o

8) 4917|4, o)) T4, A, S A abE 7 H Y, 87}
A AEHET | HEA, *l”lq 15 ;% oju) gk
o] dd &l ek &3 152 =5 l= ot ER &

2Y8TE 474

:L‘:H?-_ ‘ﬂ%ﬁ}‘ﬂq g 10) 2 AN 202 W3
Table 1. List of administrative litigation (trial)
Administrative litigation (trial) Note
Revocation of the Construction Suspension Order, 2023.7.18. Pronouncement, 2022-Nu-13747 345kV Transmission line
Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Approval of the Implementation Plan and Related Non-Park Facility
Dispositions, 2023.2.9. Pronouncement, 202 1-Guhap-12886 (Apartment)

Revocation of the Business Suspension Disposition, 2023.2.2. Pronouncement, 2019-Du-36025

Development project
(Eurasian Eagle-Owl)

Revocation of the Designation of the Public Housing District, 2022.5.12. Pronouncement, Public Housing District

2021-Nu-35829"

(Narrow-mouthed Toad)

Revocation of the Disposition to Prepare the Implementation Plan for the Urban Planning Facility (Park)
Project — Sammaebong Park and Five Other Sites, 2021.10.5. Pronouncement, 2020-Guhap-5984

Park

Compensation for Damages, 2021.8.12. Pronouncement, 2015-Da-208320 765kV transmission line

Action for Revocation of the Disposition Designating the Namyangju Wangsuk Public Housing District, | Public Housing District

2021.8.10. Pronouncement, 2020-Guhap-51204

(Narrow-mouthed Toad)

Revocation of the Disposition Denying Building Permit, 2021.6.24. Pronouncement, 2021-Du-33883 Asphalt Concrete Plant

Revocation of the Disposition Notifying Nonconformity of the Waste Treatment Project Plan, 2021.6.3. Food waste treatment
Pronouncement, 2020-Guhap-101743 facility

Claim for Cancellation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Consultation Result, 2021.4.13. Qua
Administrative adjudication, 2021-1516 Y

Claim for Revocation of the Notification of the Disapproval Opinion in the Environmental Impact Cable car
Assessment Consultation, 2020.12.29. Administrative adjudication, 2019-24121

Administrative Action for Revocation of the Disapproval Opinion Issued in the Consultation on the Cable car
Small-Scale Environmental Impact Assessment, 2020.6.4. Pronouncement, 2019-Guhap-1316

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition to Amend the National Park Plan, etc., 2019.1.31. Cable car
Pronouncement, 2015-Guhap-13079

Revocation of the Disposition Rejecting the Application for a Soil and Rock Extraction Permit, Qua
2017.11.22. Pronouncement, 2017-Guhap-103558 Ty
Revocation of the River Construction Implementation Plan, 2015.12.10. Pronouncement, Four major river project
2012-Du-6322 (Nakdong river)
Revocation of the River Construction Implementation Plan, 2015.12.10. Pronouncement, Four major river project

2011-Du-32515

(Han river)




Table 1. Continued

Administrative litigation (trial)

Note

Revocation of the Permit for Construction within a Green Belt (Development Restriction Zone),

Ready-Mixed Concrete

2015.8.20. Pronouncement, 2013-Nu-20594 Plant
Request for Modification of the Road Zone Designation, 2014.12.12. Pronouncement, 2014-Nu-21271 Road
Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Urban Management Plan, etc. 2014.7.24. Pronouncement,
Golf course
2012-Du-4616
Action for Confirmation of Nullity and Revocation of the Public Notice of the Disposition Approving
the Implementation Plan for the National Defense and Military Facilities Project, 2014.3.13. Military facilities
Pronouncement, 2012-Du-1006
Revocation of the Permit for Night Soil and Waste Treatment Facility, 2014.2.27. Pronouncement, Night Soil and Waste
2013-Du-3283 Treatment Facility
Revocation of the Permit for Night Soil and Waste Treatment Facility, 2014.2.27. Pronouncement, B
2011-Du-14074
Action for Nullification of the Port Construction Implementation Disposition, etc., 2013.2.20. Port
Pronouncement, 2012-Guhap-687
Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition Approving the Implementation Plan for the National Naval base
Defense and Military Facilities Project, etc. 2012.7.5. Pronouncement, 2011-Du-19239, En Banc Decision
Revocation of the Public Notice of Approval for the Implementation Plan of the Blackstone Golf Course Golf course
Development Project, 2012.1.26. Pronouncement, 2010-Nu-1063
Suspension of Execution, 2011.4.21. Pronouncement, 2010-Mu-111, En Banc Decision Four major river
master plan

Cancellation of the Permit for the District Energy Project, 2010.8.19. Pronouncement, 2008-Nu-32609,
2008-Nu-32616 (Consolidation)

Energy supply facility

Revocation of the Approval for the Construction Plan, etc., 2010.4.23. Pronouncement, 2008-Guhap- Combined Cycle
29038 Power Plant
Revocation of the Approval for Factory Establishment, 2010.4.15. Pronouncement, 2007-Du-16127 Factories
Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Implementation of the Development Project, 2009.9.24. Wind power eencration
Pronouncement, 2009-Du-2825 power generatio
Revocation of the Disposition Designating the Road Zone, 2009.4.23. Pronouncement, 2007-Du-13159 Highway
Revocation of the Decision to Amend the National Land Use and Development Plan, etc., 2007.4.26.

Golf course

Pronouncement, 2003-Nu-1270

Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Establishment of a Factory, 2006.12.22. Pronouncement,
2006-Du-14001

Adjacent development

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition Approving the Implementation Plan for the Comprehensive Military

National Defense and Military Facilities Project, 2006.6.30. Pronouncement, 2005-Du-14363 Training Site

Preliminary Injunction to Prohibit Commencement of Construction, 2006.6.2. 2004-Ma-1148 Decision Tunnel for KTX

Revocation of the Approval for the Project Implementation Plan, 2006.4.13. 2005-Guhap-1153 Nuclear power plant

Revocation of the Government Action Plan, etc. 2006.3.16. Pronouncement, 2006-Du-330, En Banc Saemangeum

Decision Reclamation Project

Claim for Revocation of the Approval for the Implementation of the New Port Hinterland Railway

Construction Project, Claim for Revocation of the Approval for the Implementation Plan of a Section of Railroad

the Samnangjin&#8211;Jinju Double-Track Electrification Project, 2006.2.16. Pronouncement, 2005-

Guhap-1853, 2955

Revocation of the Disposition on the Site Selection and Public Notice for the Waste Treatment Facility, Incineration plant

2005.5.12. Pronouncement, 2004-Du-14229 cineration pla

Claim for Revocation of the Public Notice on the Site Selection Decision for the Waste Incineration . .
Incineration plant

Plant, 2005.3.11. Pronouncement, 2003-Du-13489

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition Granting Approval for a charnel house, 2004.12.9.
Pronouncement, 2003-Du-12073

Charnel house
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Table 1. Continued

Administrative litigation (trial) Note
Revocation of the Permit for Implementation of the Hot Spring Development Project, 2001.7.27. Hot sprin
Pronouncement, 99-Du-8589 ot spring
Revocation of the Administrative Ruling Upholding the Cancellation of the Permit for Implementation Hot sprin
of the Park Project, 2001.7.27. Pronouncement, 99-Du-5092 pring
Revocation of the Approval for the Implementation Plan of the Construction Project for the Seoul
Rolling Stock Maintenance Depot of the Gyeongbu High-Speed Railway, 2001.6.29. Pronouncement, KTX Train Depot
99-Du-9902
Revocation of the Disposition Granting Prior Site Approval, 1998.9.4. Pronouncement, 97-Nu-19588 Nuclear power plant
Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Construction of a Power Plant”, 1998.9.2. Pronouncement, | Pumped storage power
97-Nu-19571 plant
Revocation of the Disposition Granting Approval for the Implementation of the Park Project, 1998.4.24. Hot sprin
Pronouncement, 97-Nu-3286 pring
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CA B A S FRERIE, 2014.7.24. A1 11, 2012574616

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Urban Management
Plan, etc. 2014.7.24. Pronouncement, 2012-Du-
4616

TG TAAEAALAAA G SALAI A ZFEZRIE
F 4, 2014.3.13. 4117, 201251006

Action for Confirmation of Nullity and Revocation of the
Public Notice of the Disposition Approving the
Implementation Plan for the National Defense and
Military Facilities Project, 2014.3.13. Pronouncement,
2012-Du-1006

CR P MEERECHE
3283

Revocation of the Permit for Night Soil and Waste

A,2014.2.27. X111, 2013

Treatment Facility, 2014.2.27. Pronouncement,
2013-Du-3283

T B2 7 A2 A A5 7
14074

Revocation of the Permit for Night Soil and Waste Treatment
Facility, 2014.2.27. Pronouncement, 2011-Du-
14074

YOS AA P A E G5, 2013.2.20. A 1L
687

Action for Nullification of the Port Construction

4,2014.2.27. 41,2011

, 201279

Implementation Disposition, etc., 2013.2.20.
Pronouncement, 2012-Guhap-687

FHBN A AN ALY S AR R T RSN,
2012.7.5. K11, 2011519239, LA w2

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition
Approving the Implementation Plan for the
National Defense and Military Facilities Project,
etc. 2012.7.5. Pronouncement, 2011-Du-19239,



En Banc Decision

EHLEE TN GLAAAL S AILAIF &,
2012.1.26. 4117, 201051063

Revocation of the Public Notice of Approval for the
Implementation Plan of the Blackstone Golf Course
Development Project, 2012.1.26. Pronouncement,
2010-Nu-1063

H3PAA], 2011.4.21. A1, 20105111 A LA 24

Suspension of Execution, 2011.4.21. Pronouncement,
2010-Mu-111, En Banc Decision

Aol e A AL S 7HAE 5 £, 2010.8.19. A1, 2008
1732609, 2008+32616(*4 3)

Cancellation of the Permit for the District Energy Project,
2010.8.19. Pronouncement, 2008-Nu-32609, 2008-
Nu-32616(Consolidation)

SAAZ A7 B H A5, 2010.4.23. A 3, 200873
29038

Revocation of the Approval for the Construction Plan,
etc., 2010.4.23. Pronouncement, 2008-Guhap-
29038

o
FPAE5A3

4, 2010.4.15. A 11, 2007516127

Revocation of the Approval for Factory Establishment,
2010.4.15. Pronouncement, 2007-Du-16127

THEAFF A 5 A A F A&, 2009.9.24. A1 31, 20095
2825

Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Implementation
of the Development Project, 2009.9.24. Pronouncement,
2009-Du-2825

TEFHAYAEF A, 2009.4.23. A 11, 2007513159

Revocation of the Disposition Designating the Road Zone,
2009.4.23. Pronouncement, 2007-Du-13159

TEO|EIEA LY HG 2 F 45, 2007.4.26. A 1L,
200351270

Revocation of the Decision to Amend the National Land
Use and Development Plan, etc., 2007.4.26.
Pronouncement, 2003-Nu-1270

SRS AAEZ 4, 2006.12.22. 4111, 2006514001

Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Establishment
of a Factory, 2006.12.22. Pronouncement, 2006-

Du-14001

SYTAA AT LA A Z 5 A2 -2 21, 2006.
6.30. A1, 2005514363

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition
Approving the Implementation Plan for the
National Defense and Military Facilities Project,
2006.6.30. Pronouncement, 2005-Du-14363

AR 7FA &, 2006.6.2. A}, 2004711148 24

Preliminary Injunction to Prohibit Commencement of
Construction, 2006.6.2. 2004-Ma-1148 Decision

AP A 81591 3 42, 2006.4.13. A1, 200571153

Revocation of the Approval for the Project Implementation
Plan, 2006.4.13. 2005-Guhap-1153

AR A A F A5, 2006.3.16. A 11, 20065330 1Y
oA =2

Revocation of the Government Action Plan, etc. 2006.
3.16. Pronouncement, 2006-Du-330, En Banc
Decision

AR AEADGA SAHAYT, AR
SAH Y QRPN A 574
7, 2006.2.16. 4111, 2005-1-2+1853, 2955

Claim for Revocation of the Approval for the Implementation
of the New Port Hinterland Railway Construction
Project, Claim for Revocation of the Approval
for the Implementation Plan of a Section of the
Samnangjin-Jinju Double-Track Electrification
Project, 2006.2.16. Pronouncement, 2005-Guhap-
1853, 2955

5 7] A4 2| Al YA A R LA A

A1, 2004514229

4, 2005.5.12.

Revocation of the Disposition on the Site Selection and
Public Notice for the Waste Treatment Facility,
2005.5.12. Pronouncement, 2004-Du-14229

287] 277 AR GAG DA F A, 2005.3.11.
4131, 2003513489

Claim for Revocation of the Public Notice on the Site
Selection Decision for the Waste Incineration
Plant, 2005.3.11. Pronouncement, 2003-Du-

13489



602 SAEISEIL M3 Moz

HEF o 7R a1, 2004.12.9. 4111, 2003512073

Action for Confirmation of Nullity of the Disposition
Granting Approval for a Charnel House, 2004.
12.9. Pronouncement, 2003-Du-12073

AR AT B 7FA - F 4, 2001.7.27. A3, 99F
8589

Revocation of the Permit for Implementation of the
Hot Spring Development Project, 2001.7.27.
Pronouncement, 99-Du-8589

TN A RA LA AL
9955092

Revocation of the Administrative Ruling Upholding the

,2001.7.27. A1,

Cancellation of the Permit for Implementation of
the Park Project, 2001.7.27. Pronouncement, 99-
Du-5092

AR AEA SAR A A H DA AN A Y
201 A B2 4, 2001.6.29. 411, 9959902

Revocation of the Approval for the Implementation Plan
of the Construction Project for the Seoul Rolling
Stock Maintenance Depot of the Gyeongbu High-
Speed Railway, 2001.6.29. Pronouncement, 99-
Du-9902

BAAPAS AAEF 4, 1998.9.4. A 11, 97419588

Revocation of the Disposition Granting Prior Site Approval,
1998.9.4. Pronouncement, 97-Nu-19588

AAALSAAEF A, 1998.9.2. A 11, 974519571

Revocation of the Disposition Approving the Construction
of a Power Plant’, 1998.9.2. Pronouncement, 97-
Nu-19571

S UG A B BI7FAEF 4, 1998.4.24. A1, 9743286

Revocation of the Disposition Granting Approval for the
Implementation of the Park Project, 1998.4.24.

Pronouncement, 97-Nu-3286



