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Abstract

The Comparison Study about Transmission and
Variation between Ancient Song of Korea and Japan

Choi, Jung—sun

The main purpose of this research is to compare and reveal special
features such as "power of transmission” and "aspect of variation” in
ancient song of Korea and Japan trough "Pungyo” in Samgugyasa and
"song(work song)” in "Nihonshoki.”

As a result of a close reading, it is clear that profound interest in
"Shini’ (divine-miracle) has been reproduced and made "narrative-song”
combination alive for a long period of time. A consistent concern about
the divinity and miraculous things was a fundamental element of
ancient literature both of two countries.

In Japan, "Shini” was expressed and reinforced by a negative way,
that is to say: someone who was challenging power of "Shini” must be
punished. As a result of offering a battle toward divine power,
vulnerable human-being was suffered from the punishment by Divine
feature.

As compare to Japan, "Samgukyusa’ defined "shini” as a Buddhist
perspective and also positive ways. Nonetheless, “shnii” is a main
driving force which could make the rule of "narative-song” alive.

Work song in "Nihonshogi” was showing a trace of primitive
thoughts because it was recorded earlier than "Pungyo.” However,
"Pungyo” was arranged in the form of work song that is required
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repetition of the words and phrase and parallel of phrases. In addition
to this, literal thoughts about writing songs are quite evident compare
to vocal (oral narration) thoughts. These facts are showing that
"pyungyo’ has been got through some changes and rearranges by
Buddhist tunes.

An active role of Song and narrative was reviewed in this paper as
well. Finally, it leads the conclusion that Song and Narrative itself
can't exist without each other’'s cooperation. In order to interpretate
literature in ancient fully, both of narrative and song should be taken
as a organic unity. That means, Song plays an active role in making a
narrative believable and concrete, also a narrative gives a specific and
vital power to song.

In detail, Korean "pungyo’ was much more focused on the Buddhist
lessons, —practice charity - compare to Japanese "Kayo’ that mainly
express human’s personal lament. Even though, there was difference in
terms of expression, it is common that ancient Song showed the

"common ownership” over the song.

Key words : Samgugyusa, Nihonshoki, Punggyo, Kayo, custom of narrative
shini, common ownership, divinity, oral literature tradition,
Buddhist lesson



