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ABSTRACT

This study systematically analyzes and categorizes the challenges found in deposited research data by focusing
on the appraisal and selection phases of the data curation process. While the importance of data curation for
enhancing the value of research data and promoting data reuse has been emphasized, there has been a lack
of empirical research on repositories’ data curation practices. This study reviews international repositories’
guidelines to identify quality assessment types and criteria and applies them to analyze 166 long-term non-archived
datasets from Korea Social Science Data Archive (KOSSDA). The analysis reveals five types of challenges: dataset
completeness, data integrity, file format, data documentation, and legal/ethical issues. Dataset completeness
and legal/ethical issues are the most frequent and difficult challenges to resolve independently. This study
contributes to a better understanding of the repositories’ data curation process by analyzing the challenges identified
during data appraisal and selection phases through concrete criteria.
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