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1) H. G. M. Wiliamson, Ezra, Nehemiah (WBC 16), (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1985), xxiiiZ.

2) olz{st Al 9lsh 198040 o|F FL XE& chE3b Zck H. G. M. Wiliamson, "The
Composition on Ezra i-vi," JTS 34 (1983), 1-30%; idem, =, xxii-xxxvi%; Sara Japhet,
""History” and “Literature” in the Persian Period: The Restoration of the Temple,” M.
Cogan and |. Ephal (eds.), Ah. Assyria (Jerusalem: The Magnes press, 191. 7), 174-188
Z; idem, "Composition and Chronology in the Book of Ezra-Nehemiah,” T. C. Eskenazi
and K. H. Richards (eds.), Second Temple Studies 2 (JSOTSup. 175), (Sheffield: JSOT
Press, 1994), 189-216%.
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F(2= 1 2-4), B3 719 tigt 55(2 1 9-11), AAES] 55 (2~
27,4 AR o) ekl F Y] MAIS(2 406, 7), EFoRd
B ofgibattoll Al HufRl MA(2 4 8-16)3 ofgtalarke] HR(~ 4
17-22), SEWRRE ge]2oAl B A4~ 5 6-17) 3% vel¢
2ol (2 6 3-12)% 2L ARES wlEew Pt dAAe A 1 -
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= Al A9 A3E ARt % A HA DAl s Tk =
719] ApmEo] ARl A Ao 2ojplon T WA DA o~
ghol waujofe] usg Fgohs ~ 7TF 18 - = 118 2087 =
127 1742 - 13% 3180] ui=gk 7194 40087 A=A, Al ¥
A GANME 2 1 - 630] dagl-sujopde] MEoz vk 7Y
7 300879 M7k Aths Aot} 6) ZH|(L. L. Grabbe)w HH <
2 g F Fsha 2 1 - 6% ‘olopr| (narrative) 7}
oln] ZAlke AREY] FEo|W, 1 Ay} £ 1 - 6% olople o
H 5929 AE 2] Rtk 2o

ofll(S. Japhet) = YEI¢Ed} Al HISBHl 2 1 - 6785 oldlgitt
o o, A 132 mElae] HH(2-44)7 Ad 7Hey 5=
(9-118) ol F /9 AsES e, A HA Aze 127
5-64%, agln F WA AgE 7-883 11bdS a9 Ny 42
o7 zhu gt & 2%9] e 2 2% 2b-67Hd YepE B0

1 PR HolX|= ZLUCE 0|HS {I5t0d L. W. Batten, Critical And Exegetical Commentary on
the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1913), 14-24%; W. Rudolph,
Esra und Nehemiah samt 3 Esra (Tubingen: Verlag von J. C. B. MohrPaul Siebeck],
1949), xxii%; J. M. Myers, Ezra + Nehemiah (Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company,
Inc., 1969), xlix-1%; D. J. A. Clines, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, (Grands Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1984), 8% &t=stz}.

4) 79| SYst 50| & 7 6-72%0|| LIEf|n, BE SXES A 2F0| & 7A0| o=sictn 2
c}. o|"S %I5t0d, K. Galling, The "Gola-List” according to Ezra 2//Nehemiah 7," JBL 70
(1951), 149-58%; R. W. Klein, "Old Readings in | Esdras: The List of Returnees from
Babylon (Ezra 2 // Nehemiah 7), HTR 62 (1969), 9-107%; Willamson, {2 (1989), 21-30%
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5) Williamson, =2(1985), xxii-xxivZ.
6) HZ, xxxv-xxxviZ.
7) L. L. Grabbe, Ezra-Nehemiah, (London: Routledge, 1998), 133%.
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8) Japhet, =2 (1991. ™), 182-183%.
9) SZ, 1833, n. 43,
10) OIEEI AI—‘?*—*.‘&' H|WE ¢I5to] ofzhel HiZ(setting), 2. 3= .;.Fiﬁﬁk
1) 2 4% 6-720| s|H2|o{Z AX(2F JZ{0| of FAR Munl Z = J|Alo|7|of 4% 1-5H9]
cHloll M M 2ZICE Wiliamson, 2 (1989), xivaS Et=3sl2).
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g a=mstet
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ozl ZAsHE <Istof, M. A. Sweeney, "Form Criticism,” S. L. McKenzie and S. R.
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Application, (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1999), 58-89%; M. A
Sweeney & E. Ben 2vi (eds.), The Changing Face of Form Criticism for the Twenty~First
Century (Grand Rapdis, MI: William B. Eedrmans Publishing Company, 2003); 2 thHe!, sl
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19) P R. Ackroyd, The Chronicler in His Age (JSOTSup. 101), (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic
Press, 1991), 146%.
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RRRE A el B8 BARE(Z 4 4B, b, 5ol I3 AEr). o]
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20) Williamson, X2 (1985), 43%; Sara Japhet, "The Temple in the Restoration Period: Reality
and Ideology,” USQR 44 (1991), 197%.

21) M. A. Sweeney, /saiah 1-39 (FOTL 16), (Grand Rapids: Wiliam B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1996), 51242 &=3}2}.
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Form-Critical Analysis of Ezra 3:1-4:5

Rae-Yong Kim
Lecture at Hyupsung University
Claremont Graduate University, Ph. D.

This paper investigates the historical and social setting of Ezra 3 1 -
4 5 and the author’s intentions in writing this text by utilizing new
form-criticism, which applies both synchronic and diachronic analytical
methods to texts and which analyzes structures, genres, settings, and
purposes. Therefore, I will first analyze the structure of Ezra 31 - 4 5
investigating the words, syntax, and content that appear in it, and
then I will assess its genres, settings, and purposes.

In terms of these four areas of investigation, contemporary
form-critical analysis reveals the following about Ezra 3 1 - 4 5 First,
it is defined by the waw-consecutive syntactical structure; it begins
with an introductory date formula that governs the entire unit: and the
successive subjects of the actions are conveyed by the verbs.

Second, the overarching genre of Ezra 3 1 - 4 5 is one of ‘account.’
This account is concerned with the actions of the returnees and their
enemies. The following subordinate genres also appear in this pericope:
‘short name list, ‘song of praise, 'disputation, and ‘summary report.’
Third, although this unit includes a great deal of material that
suggests the second half of the 6th century BCE, during the reigns of
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the Persian kings Cyrus and Darius, a number of its features indicate
that its final form is the product of 4th or 3rd century redaction. In
other words, the historical and social setting of the unit is a very
heightened feud between two communities - the Jerusalem Temple
community and the Gerizim Temple community - which began after the
marriage of Manasseh to Sanballat’s daughter.

Fourth, in this context, it is highly likely that the author wrote to
exhort the Jews who hated the Samaritans to maintain their ancestors’
zeal for building the altar, offering sacrifices, and completing the
Temple, and he wanted to emphasize that the Jerusalem Temple is the
only legitimate temple.

In sum, my application of new form criticism to Ezra 3: 1 - 4 5 is one
example of interpretation that demonstrates The Changing Face of
Form Criticism for the Twenty-First Century,” which is the title of a
book published in 2003. In other words, this paper shows how
contemporary form critical analysis is different from traditional form
criticism and that it provides the basis for both synchronic and
diachronic interpretation of the Old Testament.

Keywords

composition of Ezra 1-6
Ezra 3:1-4:5
Gerizim Temple

Jews and Samaritans
New form criticism
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