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Psalm 82: Ugaritic Voice, Israelite Song

Min-Suc Kee, Ph. D.
Professor, Department of Theology
Korea Baptist Theological University

In the article Psalm 82 is illuminated with the Ugaritic texts. It is
concluded that the specific term naming the heavenly council in the
psalm, P8-07Y is the one manifesting its seriousness and authority, as
the corresponding words in its Ugarit usages mark the same. This
understanding is made when the relevant references such as Psalm 82:
1; Isa 14: 13; KTU 1.2i (md): and and KTU 1.15.i (dt) were all
read in comparison.

Another conclusion revises the traditional rendering of verse 7, in
which the unjust gods are punished like a man and one of chiefmen.
However, in the light of KTU 1.23, the two could be understood as
‘Adam’ and "Shining One,” who is also known as Lucifer or Morning
Star,” the fallen divine being. Adam and Shining One are the ones who
were outcast from their privileged home, and it is apt to the sentences
fallen to the unjust gods in the Psalm. This rendering is made when Is
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14, which seems to have a close association with the Ugaritic ideas,
sheds a supporting light to the interpretation of Ps 82: 7.

The study surely leads us to reconsider about the so—called foreign
polytheistic bits in the Old Testament texts. The foreign parts may, in
fact, deliver the hidden picture of the ancient Israelite religion in real,
especially in the Canaanite residing period. The Old Testament itself
harshly criticizes the syncretic nature of the Israelite religions at that
time. On the other hand, for the Old Testament was masterminded by
a small group of YHWH enthusiasts, it unfortunately represents a
narrow part of the ancient Israelite religion. Though rare, therefore, the
passages like Psalm 82 could open our eyes to see through a small hole
and to find the real scenes of the common religious beliefs of the
Israelites in Canaan. Particularly Psalm 82 may well inform us how
the/a Canannite indigenous religion was mingled with the Yahwism,
which is supposed to have come from somewhere else and planted in
the Canaan soil, probably.

Keywords

Psalm 82

The Heavenly Council
Psalm 82: 7

Ugarit

KTU 1.23

Polytheism

Israelite folk religion
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