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3) B. A Levine, “On the Presence of God in Biblical Religion,” J. Neusner(ed.), Religions in
Antiquity, Essays in Memory of E. R. Goodenough, (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1968), 71%.
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4) J. Monson, “The New Ain Dara Temple: Closest Solomonic Parallel,” BAR 26.3 (2000), 28%.

5) Menahem Haran, Temples and Temple-Service in Ancient Israel: An Inquiry into the Character
of Cult Phenomena and the Historical Setting of the Priestly School, (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1978), 208%.
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7) J. G. Taylor, Yahweh and the Sun (JSOTSup 111), (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993),
24-37%.

8) R. Hestrin, “The Cult Stand from Ta‘anach and its Religious Background,” E. Lipinskiled.),
Phoenicia and the East Mediterranean in the First Millennium B.C, (Louvain: 1987), 71%.

9) Z Zevit, The Religions of Ancient Israel: A Synthesis of Parallactic Approaches, (New York, NY:
Continuum, 2001), 315%.
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10) T. J. Lewis, “Divine Images and Aniconism in Ancient Israel,” JAOS 118 (1998), 51-52%%.
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o 7z FAES delTalt 14)

11) Cf. é.dim.an.na, “House, Bond of Heaven,” 22 2I(Sin)el M4 é.dim.galan.na, “House,
Great Bond (it:Mooring-Pole) of Heaven,” TE=(Sud)el 2I1X; (é).duranki, “House, Bond of
Heaven and Underworld,” “I3F22| O|#El=29| M4 éduranna, “House, Bond of Heaven,”
2t2AHLarsa)el  Atoi4l(Samag)el XITF2IE; éhilianna, “House of the Luxuriance of
Heaven,” £5<| oflet-HEanna)oll @A= Lh-tol(Nanay)el &l ékiku.an.na, “House, Pure
Place of Heaven,” F=Ate| 2l LtA(InSusinak)2l A1 é.nimma.anky, “High House of Pure
Heaven,” I 2Ei|7 HEMZ FH|(Bubé)el AT é.8a.an, “House of the Midst of Heaven,”
offr22| ofrel AlM; é3abaanna, “House of the Heart of Heaven,” of2|e| o|4|Ef=2| Al
M; é.8arra, “House of the Universe,” LF=22| al2lo| AN, See A. R. George, House Most
High: The Temples of Ancient Mesopotamia, (Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 1993), 67,
75, 80, 98, 134, 143, 145%.

12) M. E. J. Richardson, Hammurabi's Laws: Text Translation and Glossary, (Sheffield: Sheffield
Academic Press, 2000), 32-33%.

13) M @<= “ach o|AzjdolEe| MAH et MTolsl” THek=Et, 12720023 5%), 219%.
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2 AMZEAcE Wiliam F. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, (Baltimore, MD:
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16) Ph. S. Alexander, “Jerusalem as the Omphalos of the World: On the History of a
Geographical Concept,” L. I. Levineled.), Jerusalem: lts Sanctity and Centrality to Judaism,
Christianity, and Isaim, (New York: Continuum, 1999), 108%.
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17) A. J. Wensinck, The ldeas of the Western Semites Conceming the Navel of the Earth,
(Amsterdam: Johannes Muller, 1916), 15%; R. G. Boling, Judges: A New Translation with
Introauction and Commentary, (AB 6A), (Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1975),
178-179%.

18) Sh. Talmon, “The ‘Comparative Method’ in Biblical Interpretation —Principles and Problems,”
W. Zimmerli et al.(eds.), Congress Volume: Gottingen, 1977, (Leiden: Brill, 1978), 348-351%5.

19) W. H. Roscher, Omphalos: eine philologisch-archéologisch-volkskundliche Abhanadlung Uber die
Vorstellung der Griechen und anderer Volker vom Nabel der Erde, (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner,
1913); H. Holma, “Zum ‘Nabel der Erde,” OLZ 18 (1915), 41-43%; A. J. Wensinck, Navel of
the Earth, 1-45%; Wermer Mlller, Die Heilige Stadt: Roma quadrata, Himmiischer Jerusalem
und die Mythe vom Weltnabel, (Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer, 1961); Joseph Campbell, The Hero
with a Thousand Faces, (New York: Pantheon Books, 1968), 40-46%%; Samuel Terrien, “The
Omphalos Myth and Hebrew Religion,” VT 20 (1970), 315-338%; Mircea Eliade, The Sacred
and the Profane, 36-54%.
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The Solomonic Temple as Sacred Space

Seung-Il Kang
Lecturer at Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary
Johns Hopkins University, Ph.D.

Sacred space has become an important category in the study of religion
since the mid-twentieth century, thanks largely to the work of Mircea Eliade.
In the field of hiblical studies, however, works on this subject are few and
far between. Thus, how the authors of the Hebrew Bible conceptualized
sacred space in their literature merits careful consideration.

Heuristically applying the theories of sacred space as defined by historians
of religion, especially Eliade, this paper examines how the Solomonic Temple
as sacred space in ancient Israelite religion and society served both practical
and symbolic roles.

The most fundamental function of the temple is to provide a dwelling place
for a deity or deities. Various rtual activities performed within the
Tabernacle and the Temple presupposes Yahweh's actual presence within the
Temple.

When it comes to the Temple’s cosmic significance, some biblical passages
(Ps 220 28-29, 59 14b; Ezek 5: 5) and the myth-ridden term “the navel of
the earth”(Judg 9 37; Ezek 38 12) indicate that Jerusalem and the Solomonic
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Temple were indeed considered to be the center of the world.

The conception of sacred space as the cosmic axis is discernible in the
Hebrew Bible, although not as explicitly as it is in Mesopotamian literature.
The classic example of the biblical model of an axis mundi is provided in
the popular story of Jacob's encounter with God at Bethel (Gen 28). The
most lluminating examples of an Israelite axis mundi come from the Temple
proper. In Isaiah’s vision (Isa 6), the Temple becomes the locus of
communication between divinity and humanity. Especially, the threshold of
Ezekiel’'s New Temple serves as a demarcation line between human and
divine areas, the point where celestial, terrestrial, and subterranean realities
intersect both horizontally and vertically.

The biblical examples discussed in this study demonstrate that the authors
of the Hebrew Bible shared with her neighbors and others the concept of
sacred space as delineated by Eliade and conceived the Temple as the center
of the world as well as the axis mundi where the communication between
human and divine realms takes place.

It is hoped that further studies will investigate how this idea of Jerusalem
and the Temple as sacred space is elaborated in later rabbinic Judaism.

Keywords

Axis Mundi

M. Eliade

Jerusalem

The Navel of the Earth
Sacred Space

Temple
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